September 2005

P.O. Box 1136, Freeport, FL 32439

Newsletter - vol.3 no.8 September 2005

Next Meeting

September 10,2005 –Seminar by Dave Barriger. Freeport Community Center, Hwy. 331 north out of Freeport, Fl, 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.  See information later in the newsletter.

Highlights from July 13th, 2005 meeting 

· Ron Ferreira

· Welcomed members and guests.

· Don’t forget to pay your dues if you have not done so.

· Reminded audience about Dave Barriger Seminars scheduled for our next meeting.

· Safety message - Ron found out the hard way that turning green fig wood could give you a severe rash. Ron was turning a piece of green fig in his garage and had his shirt off because it was a very hot and humid day.  He noticed that the chips hitting his chest and stomach started burning.  He stopped turning and brushed the chips off and noticed his skin turning pink.  The next day it was a red rash and the following day it was blistering.  He finally went to the emergency room, was given several shots and prescriptions and was told to stay away from wood chips for awhile.

· Reminded those who will stay for the tool making seminar to keep their mind on safety as well as the making of tools.  

· Audience Input on safety:

· Jim Stokes says wear a face shield while sanding a bowl.  He was turning a bowl and completed the turning of the piece and was ready to start sanding.  He took off his face shield to begin the sanding process.  He started the lathe and began sanding by hand and the bowl exploded and a piece clipped his neck.  He said he was lucky it was just a clip; it could have been serious.

· Earnest Nettles reinforced the need to wear a mask while sanding.  He said that if Ron had been sanding the piece of fig and not wearing a mask he could have had a serious rash in his lungs.

· Mike Adams stressed the need to take care in cutting off thin strips of wood on the table saw.  Make sure the thin piece is on the outside of the saw blade and use an anti kickback devise on the saw.  He was cutting a thin piece of wood and placed the thin section to be cut between the blade and the rip fence.  He got a kick back and the wood went through a door.

· Show and Tell 

Howard Griffen – showed poplar ball & catcher toy he made from a design out of a book he has on toys you can make for children.  We can always depend on Howard to come up with some interesting and well done turned toys.  Dennis Smith – showed a bowl made from multiple layered plywood.  He also showed a bowl he turned from laurel oak. Dennis always gives us new ideas.  Bill Stephenson – brought in book,  published in England, called Wood for Woodturners.  He said it was good for a reference for exotic woods but had many errors in describing the botanical names and types. Price was $25 plus shipping.  He also brought in several of the quarterly magazines from the Wood Turning Center. If you are inclined towards leading edge and far out designs, you’ll find the magazine interesting. Bill also brought in several pieces.  The first was a salad bowl made of tulip poplar that at one time had had two cracks opposite each other.  He had taken out the cracks with a band saw,  joined and glued the pieces together with Tightbond II giving the bowl its unusual shape. The bowl was embellished with leaves that had the outline burned and the inside of the leaf colored with acrylic ink. His second piece was a Vase form made of cherry that had developed a crack. Bill took the crack and accentuated it with a coping saw. His third piece was a likeness of the Dead Sea scroll jars.  He had researched the jars and detailed the proportions such as the height of the widest part of the jar to the overall height (happened to be 1/3) etc. The outside was embellished with small circular indentations similar to a golf ball.  Earnest Nettles – brought in a birdhouse finished with lemon oil.  Earnest has tried making the birdhouses out of cypress but prefers cedar.  Harry Wheeler  - showed several different styles of handles he made.  Paul Sherman – showed a bowl and platter, the bowl was interesting since it had a knot in it.   Keith Forehand – showed one of his first bowls, it was made of spalted pecan. Keith did a good job on the proportions and execution of the bowl.  He wondered whether there was a way to harden up the softer sections of the wood.  There were several suggestions from using a hardener that can be bought at Home Depot, covering the soft portions with thin super glue, to using shellac.  The choice would depend on the finish used. 

Another successful showing of turnings made by members.  We all thank those who took the time to bring in some of their turnings.  They give all, food for creativity.  Keep them coming. 

Demonstration:  Bill Stephenson -  Making Tool handles and a quick demonstration on how to use the hollowing tools that will be made in the afternoon hands on session. 

Turning the handles

Bill started by showing several different handle designs that are used.  The design Bill made was one that he has found works best for him.  If this is your first handle, you may want to try several shapes using scrap wood to find one that works for you.

The first step is to decide on a design for the handle as well as the length and approximate maximum diameter desired.  Next cut a piece of stock that is slightly larger than the dimensions required for the handle. Mark the center of the ends and place the wood blank between centers in the lathe with the ferrule end at the tail stock (the ferrule end is kept at the tail stock end in order to check the fit of the ferrule). Round the stock and begin shaping the handle to your design .  If this is your first time making a particular style of handle keep checking the areas you will be gripping.  Keep modifying the grip sections until it fits your hand comfortably. The next step is to measure the inside diameter and the length of the ferrule and turn the diameter of the ferrule end to slightly larger than the ID of the ferrule. Bill used a piece of ¾ inch copper tubing for the ferrule.  Some use a brass nut for a ferrule.  The nut can be rounded with your turning tools without causing damage to your tools. The ferrule should fit snuggly on the handle.  You can now finish-sand the handle and the ferrule.  You now have a handle ready to make into a turning tool with the addition of the metal portion.  

Bill then showed a finished handle and tool of the type similar to what will be made in the afternoon seminar. They were designed for cutting the inside of hollow forms. Bill did a short demonstration on how the tools are used.

Mike D’Autilia gave a description of how to make the metal portion of the cutting tool.

The metal portion consists of two pieces, a soft iron piece of key stock to insert into the handle with a hole in one end to accept a high speed steel cutter, and the high speed steel cutter.  One end of the key stock will be fitted into the handle and a hole drilled into the end at the centerline.  This would be used for cutting hollow forms with a top, which has an opening equal to the inside diameter of the piece.  If you are making a tool to cut portions of a hollow form with an opening smaller than the inside diameter, the cutter will have to be at an angle to the centerline of the key stock.  To do this, the end that will accept the cutter will have to be cut at an angle with a hacksaw.  The tools of this type, in the afternoon session, will be cut at 45 degrees.  The hole for the cutter will be on the plane perpendicular to the 45-degree face.  The high-speed steel for the cutter will have to have a finger nail shape cut into for cutting edge.  The burr should be left on for proper cutting.   

Afternoon hands on tool making session

The afternoon session was a big success.  All who attended paid $15 for material costs and received,  2- 14 inch handle stock, 2 - 3/8 square key stock 12 inches long, 1 – 3/16 square piece of high speed steel stock 2 ½ inches long, and 2-3/4 inch lengths of copper tubing for ferrule.  With these materials they could make two hollow form tools, one with a bit parallel to the handle and the other at a 45 degree angle to the handle.  All completed two tools except for putting a finish on the wood.  We had all of our six lathes in use as well as two grinders and a drill press.  We also used the two newly made cabinets and two portable stands to secure the lathes.   Chips and sparks were flying, and all were busy for the entire afternoon.  All seemed to enjoy the hands on session.  Thanks to Ron Ferreira, Bill Stephenson and Mike D’Autilia for guiding all through the steps and doing the preparation required to insure a successful seminar.  Thanks to Mike Adams and Tom Lee for making the portable stands and donating them to the club. Our October meeting will have a demonstration of making a hollow form using the tools made in the seminar.

If you would like more material there is some available for $15 per set.  See Ron Ferreira if you would like some extras.


.


Items of Interest

· Membership Renewal    the 2005/2006 chapter membership renewals were due in June of this year. If you haven’t paid your dues please send your check for $25 to  Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild, P.O. Box 1136, Freeport, FL  32439  or give it to our treasurer Howard Griffen or President Ron Ferreira at the upcoming meeting
· A few items to remember for demonstrations and seminars

Here are a few items that we should all try to follow during demonstrations and seminars 

· Take notes – you will never remember the details you are interested in.

· If you have a question, ask the demonstrator.  Some demonstrators are uncomfortable answering questions while demonstrating.  If it appears to be an inappropriate time to ask a question write it down in your notes and ask it a later time.  Asking your neighbor will make it difficult for others to hear the demonstrator.

· Ask questions for clarity of the process.

· We all know that turning tools are expensive.  Don’t ask to try out a demonstrators, tools or equipment unless invited. Remember the old saying if you break it pay for it. 

· Demonstrators put lots of time in preparation, thank them for their efforts. We need to have a steady stream of demonstrators to help all of us increase our skills.

· Give feed back to the club officers on past demonstrations, seminars and what you would like to see in the future.

· Sign up to do a demonstration.  All of us, no matter what our experience, have techniques and skills that would benefit all. You will find that doing a demonstration will increase your own skills. 

· Remember to be a demonstrator you must be a member of AAW for insurance purposes.

Hands on Classes require some additional considerations

· Take notes during the instruction prior to the hands on session, your short-term memory will most likely fail you.

· If there is instruction you don’t understand get it cleared up before you start the hands on portion

· If you are not sure of a process you are about to do in the hands on session, don’t hesitate to ask one of the instructors for help.  That’s what they are there for.

· Bring your own tools. 

· If you need to borrow a tool do not sharpen the tool without the owners permission.

· Help in the clean up process. 

· Thank those who put their efforts into the Hands on Session.

· Give feed back to the club officers, good , bad, or possible changes needed.

Upcoming ECWG Meetings

September 10, 2005

Dave Barriger all day seminar $30 for members $35 for non members

Dave has worked with wood since 1949, developing a deep understanding and appreciation for it's diverse and beautiful qualities. He retired from Seminole Community College where his experience as a college professor of biology and botany has given him an extensive knowledge of growth characteristics found in the variety of hardwoods growing in this country.  Since Dave began turning in 1964, he has combined his knowledge, skill, and natural artistic talent to produce uniquely crafted vessels. He strives to produce an aesthetic balance between artistic form and the natural beauty found in the unusual wood pieces. He often leaves natural edges and bark to enhance the composition and works primarily with green wood. He has also developed a form he calls "Elevated Vessels". Dave's turnings are in private collections throughout the United States and in several European countries and Asia. He exhibits pieces in various Florida galleries and has shown his work in top art shows, including Mt. Dora Art Festival, Winter Park Sidewalk art Festival, and The Festival of the Masters, Central Pennsylvania, and Ann Arbor Michigan. He has received many awards for his work. Dave is a long time member of the American Association of Woodturners and served two terms (six years) during which he chaired the conference committee for three national symposiums and served two years as president. This summer he was asked to fill a vacancy and is now serving another two and a half-year term. He has also been involved with the Society for Workers in Early Arts and Trades, The International Wood Collectors Society, and Florida Craftsman Incorporated. In addition to individual instruction, he teaches at J.C. Campbell Folk School and at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, as well as doing many workshops and demonstrations.
Dave will be doing one of his signature pieces concentrating on the base and its carvings.  Dave will be donating the piece he finished to Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild to action off.

Don’t miss this seminar it will give you new insights on woodturning. 


Other Meetings

29-30th October Blue Mountains International Woodturning Symposium to be held EMU Heights (approx. 60kms west
of Sydney) Australia.  Contact Rhys Jones  Editor/Webmaster Blue Mountains Woodturners Inc. www.pnc.com.au/~k_j/woodturner
woodturner@pnc.com.au

September 30 - October 2 The annual SWAT Symposium (formerly known as Texas Turn or Two is the second largest gathering of woodturners in the US and is being held this year in Wichita Falls, Texas. Attendees will see a large number of excellent demonstrations at the bargain rate of $75 for three days. For more information, check out the SWAT website at www.swaturners.com. 


Items for Sale or wanted

· Wanted - A large vertical (wall) mount exhaust fan with louvers. Something in the 30" range or even larger and variable or multiple speeds would be a big plus. 220 volt is OK.  Contact Tom Lee 850-835-1820

· Wanted – August 2002 issue # 114 of Woodturning magazine. -  Interested in making a copy of an article therein.
Contact Bill Stephenson 850-622-9531

· For Sale   Sears 12 inch x 36 inch Wood Lathe – New bearings, extra pulleys, other accessories. $125.  Contact – Bill Stephenson 850-622-9531

· For Sale  Victorian Woodturnings and Woodwork” – developed by William L. Stephenson, Jr.  In 1893 a large manufacturer of Victorian woodworks in St. Louis, Missouri, presented to the trade a copy of its new catalog with designs for its elegant products. At least one copy of the catalog has survived the intervening 100+ years and is again presented in an unabridged version. The trade today includes woodturners, cabinetmakers, furniture makers, architects, designers, hobbyists, house & furnishings restorers, etc. This book is a Must Have for those with an interest in fine woodworks. Contact – Bill Stephenson 850-622-9531

· Fall lineup at Arrowmont
Sep. 25 – Oct. 1 Bowl to Hollow Forms –Joe Ruminski      Oct. 2 – 8 Woodturning: Bowls, Platters & Vases –Don Duden
Oct. 9 – 15 Turned & Carved Vessels –John Jordan 
Weekend Master Class   Oct. 21 – 23 Woodturning & Design – David Ellsworth
Weekend Class   Oct. 28 – 30 Wet Turning: Timber Conversion –David Gambler-Reeks
Fall is a perfect time of year to turn and learn at Arrowmont. The classes are usually smaller such that each student has more to gain from individual attention. If you have not taken woodturning instruction or need to learn a few new tricks, the fall sessions at Arrowmont are delightful.


If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@srbfl.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting.
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