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Next Meeting Saturday September 9, 2006   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. till noon 
Ron Ferreira   Small Hollow Form Turnings using tools made with concrete nails
Board of Directors meeting   There will be a Board of Directors Meeting after the regularly scheduled meeting.

August 12, 2006 Meeting
· Ron Ferreira  opened our meeting with the following announcements:

1. Welcomed all to the meeting.
2. Thanked Earnest Nettles for filling in for him while he was at his daughter’s wedding.
3. Thanked Owen Toon for his demonstration on trivets at our July meeting

4. Told how he had woodturning on his mind during a dentists visit.  He was given something to put him to sleep during a dental procedure.  He came out of the anesthesia, but still a little groggy and his wife asked how he was doing.  He said fine.  “They implanted a twig in my jaw and I’m going  home and turn the tooth”.
5. Mentioned that Paul Sherman would be our demonstrator today on how to make a vacuum chuck.

6. In October we will host a two day seminar by Judy Ditmar.  Saturday will be a demonstration by Judy and Sunday will be a hands on demonstration.  The hands on will be limited by the number of lathes available.  The Chapter has 6 lathes and stands (first come first served), others can be accommodated if they supply their own lathe and stand.

7. Need committees for Seminar.  Please sign up. 

8. The Chapter Members indicated, in a previous meeting, that they would like to have seminars by leading turners.  We have set the fee for the October 14 Judy Ditmar demonstration at $30 for chapter members and $35 for non members.  The fee for Sunday’s hands on session will be $75 per person.  The fees include lunch. The going rate for exceptional demonstrators and teachers is $500 per day plus expenses.  At the price set for the seminar we will need your support to break even.
9. Set up a committee to investigate and recommend a video system to be used at demonstrations to allow all to see the techniques of the demonstrator.
10. He will do a demonstration at the September meeting on miniature turnings.

11. The November meeting will be made up of two parts.  A regular meeting, in the morning, where the making of tools for miniature turnings will be demonstrated.  There will be afternoon hands on meetings where those participating will make their own tools. A small material fee may be charged.

12. We need demonstrators for December and January.

13. Don’t forget to get your raffle tickets.  Thanks to Jimmy Neilson for the fresh cut river birch he brought in for the raffle.  Take a look in Dennis Smith’s truck at all the wood he has for the raffle.

14. Bill Stephenson is not here today because his Uncle Grady had to be taken to the hospital.  Uncle Grady has been to several of our meetings and we will take a minute for each of us to say a silent prayer.  
Jim Stokes wanted to let the members know the tremendous talent we have in Bill Stephenson.  If you look in past issues of the AAW magazine, you’ll find many articles written by Bill.  Bill has organized many AAW chapters, including ours; taken the time, energy, and expense to attend many classes, has many hours turning, and as we all know, is an excellent demonstrator and teacher.  We are very lucky to have him as one of our members.
Member Gallery

Jim Neilson showed a natural edge cherry vessel and a bowl made from Cork wood from the Bahamas.  Jimmy made a great suggestion:  After finishing the inside of a turning such as a bowl and before turning around the bowl and placing a jam chuck in the inside and bringing the tail stock up to remove the tenon on the bottom, place the bowl face down on a drill press and drill a small hole through the tail stock indentation on the bottom to a depth just shy of what will be the outside bottom of the bowl.  This will give a center point to use for the tail stock should the tenon break off, Jimmy also mentioned that he always has trouble with cracks in turnings of cherry. Someone commented from the audience that placing wet shavings in the bag when drying cherry will decrease the amount of cracking.  Dennis Smith related a problem he had when mixing saw dust with CA glue. He placed the saw dust in a plastic cap and introduced thin CA glue. The mixture was too thin so he  added some thick CA glue and started stirring.  The mixture started to give off a thick smoke and became very hot. Be careful when you mix glues.  He also brought in a photo album of his work which showed many wonderful bowls and furniture he has made.  Dennis also showed some Laurel Oak bowls that came from trees damaged in Hurricanes.  Dennis cautioned to be careful when turning wood from trees downed by storms, there may be some internal damage that will cause the piece to come apart while turning.  Jim Reese brought some tools he wanted to know how to sharpen.  Members gave him advice. Ron Ferreira showed two pedestal bowls of sycamore, and a thin wall bowl of sweet gum. He also brought in a small hollow form made from a sycamore branch.
Thanks to all who brought in turnings for the gallery.  Keep them coming.

Jim Stokes has some wood at his old saw mill. It is Pecan and Sycamore.   The wood has to be cleaned out quickly.  Bring your chain saw.
Demonstration  Paul Sherman  Making a vacuum chuck
A complete commercial vacuum chuck system would cost in the $500 or $600 range.  Paul put together a system made up of scrap parts and the purchase of some parts that would be difficult to make in your own shop.  A home made vacuum system could be made for $200 or less depending on your ingenuity, shop capabilities and ability to scrounge parts.  The essential parts of the system are a vacuum pump with a gage and a control valve, a rotary adaptor to connect the pump to headstock of your lathe, and a vacuum chuck.  The vacuum connection of the pump is connected in line to a tee, with one outlet going to a vacuum gage and control valve (a full port ball valve will do), the other end is connected to the rotary adaptor.  The rotary adaptor is connected through the center of the hand wheel through the head stock to the vacuum chuck. The chuck is attached to the head stock .  An adequate pump can be purchased for $100.  Paul used an air conditioning compressor and attached the vacuum line to the inlet of the compressor.  The rotary adaptor can be purchased for $75 if your lathe has an opening in the hand wheel and head stock, or $98 for a lathe without an opening in the headstock. A rotary adaptor can be made for $10 or $15.  The chuck can be made from plywood or, as Paul did, with a combination of plywood and a 5 or 6 inch plastic pipe.  A surplus vacuum gage can be purchased for about $6.  The remaining parts are standard pipe and fittings.  The chuck that Paul made consisted of a section 5 or 6 inch plastic pipe with a plywood back sealed with glue on the head stock side of the chuck and some type of sealing material that will not let air pass through it, such as neoprene, glued between the outer and inner diameter of the pipe.  Paul drilled and tapped a hole in the plywood cap the proper diameter and thread size to match his lathe. Once he described the system he, showed how it worked.  He turned on the compressor, took a ¾ inch thick rectangular piece of wood, placed it on the chuck, and had someone try to remove it.  It would not come off until the control valve was opened to relieve the vacuum.
Thanks to Paul for his demonstration.

There is an article by King Heiple on making a vacuum chuck system in the fall 2005 issue of Woodturning Design.  This article gives a detailed description of making a system.
Upcoming ECWG meetings
September 9, 2006
 Ron Ferreira  Small Hollow Form Turnings using tools made with concrete nails.
October 14-15, 2006     Two full day seminar by Judy Ditmar     Judy is from Piqua, Ohio and is widely known for her elegant bowls with lathe carved exterior textures, boxes with snap-on-lids, and turned jewelry of numerous forms, and most recently, sculptures.  Day 1 (October 14th) of the seminar, Judy will demonstrate the turnings listed above. 

Day 2 October 15th will be a hands-on session. Among the turned items we will have the opportunity to learn in the hands-on session will be jewelry making which is ideally suited for creating on small lathes.  If you plan to try your hand, you should be keeping an eye out for the proper woods used in the fine art of jewelry making.  The woods should be hard and dense and cut well across the end-grain without tear-out.  Only non-toxic woods should be used as these items may be worn by individuals with sensitive skin; No rosewoods, no cocobolo, no walnut, no cherry.

Preferred woods for jewelry making are: Pecan, Apple, Citrus (orange, lemon, grapefruit), Ziracote, Mesquite, Bocote, Osage orange, Lilac, Canary wood, Ebony, Hickory, Dogwood, Persimmon, Oyster wood, Live Oak.  Blanks should be roughly 2x2inch square and 6-12 inches long, solid and dry.  A variety of different types and colors are preferred.  You should keep an eye out for these woods and begin laying back a supply
The fee for the Day 1 demonstration is $30 for members and $35 for non members.  The fee for Day 2 is $75. Day 2 will be limited by the number of lathes available.  The chapter has four Jet midi lathes available (first come first served) others can be accommodated if they bring their own lathe.  The Fee for each day includes lunch.  Judy is a well renowned woodturner and an excellent teacher. 
You don’t want to miss this seminar...Sign up now on the enclosed form.
November 11, 2006  A regular morning meeting with a demonstration of how to make tools for executing miniature turnings.  There will be  an afternoon hands on session to make the turning tools shown in the morning demonstration.
Items of Interest 
 Member Jimmy Neilson receives a reward as a friend of Eglin AFB  - Jimmy is the recipient of  the James E. Plew “Outstanding Community Ambassador Award” given to friends of the community who have supported the military over the years. Jimmy is a member of the Air Force Material Command Community Liaison program and has supported Eglin for more that 20 years. He was surprised and honored to be chosen for the award.  The award was given to Jimmy on June 24, 2006 by Major General Jeff Rimer.  Good work Jimmy!
Florida Woodturning Symposium January 12-14, 2006  -  “This week the information on the annual Florida Woodturning symposium was distributed.  This is, perhaps, the most dynamite program that has been assembled in some time.  Stuart Batty, Al Stirt, Binh Pho, Andi Wolfe and others will be featured demonstrators.  Having taken classes and seen demonstrations by each of these individuals, I view this symposium as an ABSOLUTE MUST for anyone interested in woodturning and for artistic expression through woodturning.  Further information is available at
http://floridawoodturningsymposium.com.  Make every effort to register early and to attend this event.” Bill Stephenson
AAW will be giving away a free Powermatic 3520B Lathe -  As part of the Fall 2006 membership drive, one lucky member who joined/renewed ONLINE will receive the free lathe including up to $400 shipping. The lathe will be given away in a drawing just after January 1, 2007. Only members who join/renew online between August 15, 2006 and January 1, 2007 will qualify. To qualify for the drawing you must join or renew online using the AAW website join/renew feature. For more information, visit the AAW website at http://www.woodturner.org/  You can see and learn about this lathe at http://www.wmhtoolgroup.com/shop/index.cfm?navPage=4&iid=6056397
   .
Items for Sale
ShopSmith Mark V Model 510  -  $2250.  Includes base unit with a list price of $3100 plus $1800 worth of extras such as a sliding crosscut table, out-feed table, sharpening guide, heavy duty tool rest system, biscuit joiner, and more.  Contact Mike Adams 850-897-1071.
'Sage Advice for Woodturners'    
“The best place to find good low cost turning blanks in N. FL, S. AL, and S. GA is at the end of your chain saw.”
A sad note:   Bill Stephenson’s Uncle Grady passed away during the early morning of Aug 31, 2006.  Our Thoughts are with Bill and his family and we will miss Uncle Grady’s visits to our meetings.
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com  (please note new e-mail address) or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. Please note that in the last issue of the newsletter there was an error in my new e-mail address.
Happy Turning. 
_____________________________________________________________________
Judy Ditmar Woodturning Seminar

Presented by the

Emerald Coast Woodturnig Guild Inc.

Place: 
Freeport Community Center 

Time:

9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
Date:

October 14, and 15, 2006

Fee:

Day 1   Chapter Members  
$30 lunch included




    Non Members 

$35 lunch included



Day 2    



$75 lunch included

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name
 
___________________________________________________________

Address
___________________________________________________________


Phone

___________________________________________________________

E-mail

___________________________________________________________
Please sign me up for the following:


Day 1  at  $ ___________________

Day 2  at  $____________________      I will bring a midi lathe_________________  
Total         $___________________

Send a check made out to “Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild” with your Sign up form to:

Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild

PO Box 1136

Freeport, Fl 32439

If you have any question please contact Ron Ferreira at 850-622-0942
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