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Next Meeting Saturday January 12, 2008   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. until noon 

Jimmy Neilson will demonstrate the turning of natural edge bowls.

December Meeting

Chuck Ward 

· Welcome to new members Bill and Rita Stack.  Dave Preston’s wife Linda was also attending making the total attendance today 34.

· Please note that today’s notes were taken by Tom Lee due to Mike D’Autillia being out of town for medical treatment.  (We’ve just gotten the news today, 12/31, that Mike has recovered from surgery at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston well enough that he will be released from the hospital and returning home the first week in January.  No chemotherapy is indicated at this time.)

· A big THANKS to Jan Smith for her biscuit bites.

· Bill Britton was recently in the Portland, OR area where he attended the Cascade Woodworker’s meeting.  He got the meeting information from the AAW’s member directory.  

· AAW member benefits were discussed.  Along with the member directory and four magazines per year, you are covered by insurance while doing demonstrations at a club meeting.  It’s well worthwhile being an AAW member.

· John Drury is trying to update contact information for your local paper.  Send the info to him at drury-john@yahoo.com.

· Bill Stephenson brought up a number of items gleaned from communications from AAW: AAW Symposium will be in Richmond, VA, June 20-22.  An early registration form is in your Winter 2007 publication.  They are looking for volunteers.  Bill brought up the idea of participating in the Collaborative Challenge, a project where all the parts are turned by different individuals in the chapter.  And Craft Supplies in Provo, UT, is having a sale that includes $5 off shipping and 25% off certain turning tools.  

· There have been problems reported with the Barracuda chuck from Penn State Industries.  They have free modification parts available.

· Jimmy Neilson led a discussion on meeting format when we have outside demonstrators.  Conducting extensive business, raffle, or member gallery time can take away an hour or more from the demonstrator’s presentation time.  It was suggested club business be minimized on days we have outside demonstrators and member gallery not be held.  The downside is at the next meeting, a smaller gallery may result.  It was suggested the gallery still be available, but no time would be taken for discussion.  If you want to know details about a piece, ask at the break.  Club members supported this suggestion and the board is to take it up at its next meeting.

· Demonstrators:  Pensacola club is hosting Alan Lacer January 19 and 20.  

· The Artistic Woodturners in Pensacola and the ECWG in Freeport are looking for demonstrators. If you have an interest in demonstrating at either venue, contact Chuck Ward (850- 892-3092)

· Chapter demonstrators will get first, no charge, pick of the wood raffle items.  

· Dennis Smith brought in 5 bottles of Wakulla Co. cane syrup and donated it to the club for a raffle.

· The Heritage Museum demonstration will be April 26 and Ernest Nettles is looking for people to demo woodturning. (Several expressed an interest.) 

Member Gallery

· Charles Evans brought pictures of a wood dryer he had made from a refrigerator.  The heat source is a 40-watt bulb that he says is producing too much heat.  (Several suggested solutions were offered.) He also brought in a jam chuck on which he used a dog’s knobby toy ball to provide cushioning and grip.
· Jimmy Neilson’s bowl out of live oak, brought in last meeting, which he had sprayed only the outside with lacquer did develop a small crack.  He feels spraying, placing it inside a paper bag and covering with shavings all helped to minimize the cracking.  He also showed two pieces turned from dogwood which had been peppered with birdshot and a Tabasco holder from purple heart and osage orange.  
· Bill Stephenson had two shop mallets turned from live oak from last months raffle.  These he sands to only 120 grit as the rough surface helps grip the handle and then he finishes with walnut oil.  Yes, being live oak, expect the wood to split, but splitting does not affect the functionality.  
· Owen Toon showed an ornament tree covered with about 40 ornaments!
· Dennis Smith showed a sample of a Christmas tree ornament, a Harry Potter wand.  Their web site sold 530 of these in less than 36 hours.  See www.alivans.com.  He also showed several pieces of Honduras turned commercial ware.
· Ray Wishart showed an elegant walking cane he turned to help him after he broke his leg.  It enabled him to walk his daughter down the aisle in her recent wedding.
· Ernest Nettles showed three turned pens from the same piece of wood, but all three were a different color. 
· Chuck Ward displayed sea urchin tree ornaments.  One had cracked, but he was able to glue it back together with thick CA glue.  Top and bottom finials were made from mahogany and kingwood and finished with Myland’s high build friction polish.  Krylon triple thick crystal clear glaze was used as a topcoat on the shells.  
Keep them coming.  Our gallery gets better each month with attendees showing lots of good turning ideas and sharing many good tips on technique.

DEMONSTRATION ON PEN TURNING BY JOHN DRURY   

John has been turning pens for 5-6 years and enjoys participating in the Yahoo pen turning group though some of the members get a little too much into the subject.    Almost all pens start with a “kit” of the basic metal components though some turners will disassemble pens.  The vast majority of kits are $1 to $6 but can run as high a $200 for exotic materials.  His favorite supplier is Penn State Industries, and he also uses Craft Supplies.

You start with a 5” long blank either ½”x½” or ¾”x¾” with the larger size being more versatile.  Cut them into two pieces to fit length of the brass tubes supplied with the kit.  Using a brad point bit, drill a hole through the center to fit the outside diameter of the tube; 7 or 10 mm is typical.  Rough up the brass tube and glue it into the hole.  He uses epoxy but some woods due to their oil content, may require thick CA glue.  Then use a special tool to square the ends.  Slide the pieces onto a mandrel adjustable for length with bushing as spacers.  The bushings have an inside diameter to fit the mandrel and an outside diameter the same as outside the diameter of the metal parts of the pen kit.  One end of the mandrel fits into the drive taper, and the other end is held by the tailstock of the lathe.  Turn the pen - simple shapes are best – to slightly larger than the bushings to allow for sanding.  He uses a shallow gouge and turns at a high RPM.  Back up sandpaper with a chalkboard eraser and sand to 400 grit.  Above that you’re polishing.  He does polish to 1000 grit wet or dry paper and then uses up to 3600 grit fabric backed product to further polish, cleaning with alcohol between grits.  Finish is two coats Craft Supplies friction polish which is repackaged Behlen’s Master friction polish.  Next the tip, top, clip, and operating parts of the pen are pressed into the metal liner using (almost) anything which will squeeze the parts, such as a parallel jaw wood clamp, vise, hand clamp, drill press quill or a special made pen press.  The most critical part is the operating mechanism that goes into the lower part.  How far it is pressed into the pen determines how far out the ballpoint tip will protrude. 

John sells his pens and pencils in the $25-$30 range and has a ready outlet as he is the manager of a retail store in Fort Walton Beach. 

ORNAMENT CONTEST   
Ornament contest winners:  David Triick – first place

                                             John Drury – second place

                                             Owen Toon and Bill Nall tied for third

The 2007 Ornament Contest showed a number of new designs and some excellent execution.

It is not too early to start planning your entry in the Easter Contest.  Watch the Newsletter for the contest requirements and listen for the announcement in the meeting.

AUCTION

An Auction of cane syrup (donated by Dennis Smith) and turned candleholders (by Owen Toon) was handled by Al Christopher.

ON DISPLAY – The 2007 Artist of the Year woodturning titled “Sky-Sun-Sea-Sand” by Bill Stephenson is on permanent display at the Coastal Branch of the Walton County Public Library.  You are invited to stop by and see the completed work.

A poster of the Artist of the Year woodturning has been produced and can be purchased from the artist or from the Tourist Development Council Welcome Center at the corner of US 331 and US 98.

Upcoming ECWG Meetings

February 9, 2008  - All day seminar by George McClure – Hollow Forms


George McClure has been a serious woodturner for about six years.  He is a member of AAW and makes every effort to attend the AAW annual meetings.  He also participates in regional symposia such as the Florida Woodturning Symposium.  He has taken classes with Trent Bosch and Dixie Biggs in addition to symposium rotations with Stuart Batty, Stuart Mortimer, and Binh Pho.  Some of you may remember George from his term a minister of the First Baptist Church of Freeport.

The ECWG fees for this symposium will be $30 for members and $35 for non-members.  (Lunch provided)  Make your reservations NOW by paying for your registration with the chapter treasurer Bill Nall.  If you would like to volunteer to assist in the numerous tasks that make these educational events a success, please contact Chuck Ward (850-892-3092), (before Chuck has to call you to give you an assignment).

March 8, 2008 – Easter Egg Contest Judging 

The Board of Directors is also looking for exhibit space to show our works to the public.  

April 12, 2008 – a couple of options are being worked.  Watch the newsletter for more information.

Demonstrators are always needed for meetings and for event showings. See any member of the Board of Directors to sign up to be a Demonstrator.

Items of Interest 

Jan 11-13, 2008 Annual Florida Woodturning Symposium The annual symposium will be held at Lake Yale near Eustis, FL.  Check the website http://floridawoodtunringsymposium.com for more information and online registration.

Dale-The-Burl-Guy  reports that he has a quantity of hollow form vases made from Chinese Fir Root which are not hollowed.  Check the website at http://www.dale-the-burl-guy.com/roughed_out_vases___bowls for additional information.

David Ellsworth seminar -  Artist, author and woodturner David Ellsworth will be in New Orleans for a two-day presentation on April 26 & 27 2008.  More information at www.bayouwoodturners.com
For Sale – Sears Spindle lathe contact Bill Stephenson (850-622-9531).

If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 

Happy Turning










Edited by William L. Stephenson, Jr.
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