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Newsletter - vol.6 no.2 – February 2008


Next Meeting Saturday February 9, 2008   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. until noon 

February 9, 2008  - All day seminar by George McClure – Hollow Forms


George McClure has been a serious woodturner for about six years.  He is a member of AAW and makes every effort to attend the AAW annual meetings.  He also participates in regional symposia such as the Florida Woodturning Symposium.  He has taken classes with Trent Bosch and Dixie Biggs in addition to symposium rotations with Stuart Batty, Stuart Mortimer, and Binh Pho.  Some of you may remember George from his term as minister of the First Baptist Church of Freeport.
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The ECWG fees for this symposium will be $30 for members and $35 for non-members (lunch provided).  Make your reservations NOW by paying for your registration with chapter treasurer Bill Nall.  If you would like to volunteer to assist in the numerous tasks that make these educational events a success, please contact Chuck Ward (850-892-3092) before Chuck has to call you to give you an assignment.

January Meeting

Chuck Ward 

· Welcome to everyone in attendance today. The total attendance today is 39.

· Please note that today’s notes were taken by Bill Stephenson, due to Mike D’Autillia being out for medical reasons.  Mike is recovering at home and reports that it is great to be back in Florida.

· A big THANKS to Tom Lee and Bill Stephenson for writing and distributing the January Newsletter.

· AAW member benefits were discussed.  Along with the member directory and four magazines per year, you are covered by insurance while doing demonstrations at a club meeting.  It’s well worthwhile being an AAW member.  AAW has put forth a challenge for all chapters to become 100% AAW membership.  Chapters which reach the 100% goal will receive special recognition and awards.  Why not join AAW today.

· The AAW journal, American Woodturner, is interested in receiving articles written by anyone.  If you have an interest, contact the Editor, Carl Voss.  If you need help getting started, Bill Stephenson, who has written extensively for the journal, will be happy to help you.

· John Drury is trying to update contact information for your local paper.  Send the info to him at drury-john@yahoo.com.

· John Drury will be handling the wood raffle.  Get yourself a fist full of tickets.

· Lyle Jamison is booked until February, 2009 – at which time we will try again to book him for a seminar.

· Chuck Ward has found a web site for buying woodturning related materials and equipment by members of AAW and ECWG. http://donpencil.com/aawspecials.htm 

· Bill Grumbine has contacted ECWG regarding the possibilities of doing a demo for the chapter in April while he is in the area.  The Board of Directors is working toward booking Bill for a seminar. The dates and time will be dependent upon Bill’s availability.  Watch the Newsletter for additional information.

· The Artistic Woodturners in Pensacola and the ECWG in Freeport are looking for demonstrators. If you have an interest in demonstrating at either venue, contact Chuck Ward (850- 892-3092)

· The Board of Directors has selected a nominating committee to select nominees to fill vacancies beginning in June of 2008.  The members are: Bill Nall (850-892-5407), Jimmy Nielson (850-837-4715), and Earnest Nettles (850-585-6064).  If you have an interest is serving on the Board OR if you would like to recommend someone to serve on the Board, please contact one of the members of the nominating committee. 

· Xelle Wyble brought some brass filings, which are available to anyone who would like a package.

· The Heritage Museum demonstration will be April 26, and Earnest Nettles is looking for people to demo woodturning. Several expressed an interest and more are needed.  Earnest has booked a demo booth for the chapter (confirmed) and will also book a selling booth for any chapter members who wish to sell their wares.

· The pen turners organization is creating pens of purple heart which are being given to any veteran who earned a purple heart.  Anyone interested in participating should contact John Drury (850-499-9822) for additional information.

· ECWG would like to set up a monitor to use with demonstrators.  Bill Britton volunteered to investigate the possibilities, equipment required, costs, etc.  More on this undertaking at a later date.

· Chuck Ward announced the annual egg turning contest, judging to be held at the March 8 meeting, as follows:

Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild

Spring 2008 Contest

Egg shaped Contest

· Turn a wooden object incorporating the shape or form of an egg.

· Each entry must be turned from plywood and incorporate plywood in the piece.

Entries will be judged at the March 8, 2008 meeting based upon:

· Technical execution: absence of tool marks and chipouts.

· Technical finish: absence of sanding marks, uniformity of finish application (no runs or drips or errors).

· Overall design and aesthetics: proportions, overall quality of the end result.

In general, 

· finishes should be dry in time for the contest judging.

· members may enter as many times as they wish, upon payment of the $2 entry fee for each entry.

· any appropriate plywood may be used. 

Consider making your entries available for display at an appropriate venue (such as the Freeport Public Library).

Member Gallery

Three members (out of around 50) brought items for the January gallery. Though the participation was low, the quality was outstanding.

· Jimmy Neilson shared eight of his excellently executed natural edge bowls.  Each was less than 10 inches in diameter, all had retained the bark edge, and the form of the pieces complimented the natural qualities of each different wood.  
· Bill Stephenson shared three entirely different items: first was six of his recently made broaches applying the skills he had learned and developed from the ECWG seminar in October, 2006; secondly, he shared a very recently turned vessel made of Ambrosia Black Gum about 10 inches tall, 5 inches in diameter, with a wall thickness of 3-4mm.  He explained the origin of ambrosia in woods and related the rarity of this particular species.  The inside of the vessel was straight off the tool, no sanding and amazingly smooth.  And lastly, he had available a number of copies of the recently produced Art in Public Places poster.  
· Howard Griffen shared six of his recently completed pencil holders.  He is becoming quite a specialist in producing these utilitarian items with artfully executed exteriors and natural wood interiors.  These pieces represented themes of sailing, flowers, trees and other motifs.
The quality of our gallery gets better each month with participants sharing loads of good turning ideas and sharing many good tips on design and technique.

DEMONSTRATION ON NATURAL-EDGE BOWL TURNING BY JIMMY NEILSON   

Jimmy has been turning for about 9 years.  He started turning on a Grizzly lathe and moved up to a Stubby a couple of years back.  He really likes the versatility and stability of the Stubby lathe.  Jimmy likes to turn natural edge bowls and enjoys being able to complete a project from start to finish is one turning session.

A log for turning is first cut in half lengthwise.  The two halves are then marked either with a compass or a disk of plywood to properly center the turning blank in the half log.  The blanks are then rounded on a bandsaw.  The center of the bark side is located, and the bark is removed using a chisel about the center point so the drive center of the lathe will bite into wood.

Jimmy uses 3 sizes of bowl gouges – the largest is made from a 5/8 inch rod, then one made from a ½ inch rod, and finally one made from a 3/8 inch rod.  All three tools are sharpened using a One-Way jig, and all are sharpened using the same positioning and adjustments of the sharpening jig.  Jimmy prefers a 1750rpm grinder with pink 1”x 8” stones.

Starting with the largest bowl gouge, he rounds the bowl blank cutting across the outside edge at about a 45 degree angle moving toward the top of the piece until the blank is completely rounded up to within one inch of the top.  He then cuts the blank round working from the top toward the base, which helps retain the bark edge.  The outside of the bowl is cut to the final shape and can be sanded.  The tendon that will be used to reverse chuck the bowl blank is then cut to its final shape and size.

The blank is removed from the lathe and reverse chucked.  The top is now accessible for removing the material from the inside of the bowl.  Starting in the center, cutting from top to bottom, the inside material is removed.  With each cut the walls of the bowl become progressively thinner approaching the final wall thickness of around 3/8 inch.  Once the walls thickness is uniform, the inside of the bowl can be sanded.

The piece is then reverse mounted using a shop made jam chuck and the tail stock.  The base of the vessel is then turned to the final shape and thickness.  The final task is to remove the chucking nub with a carving tool.

Thanks to Jimmy for an excellent demonstration – you made it look easy.

ON DISPLAY – The 2007 Artist of the Year woodturning titled “Sky-Sun-Sea-Sand” by Bill Stephenson is on permanent display at the Coastal Branch of the Walton County Public Library.  You are invited to stop by and see the completed work.

A poster of the Artist of the Year woodturning has been produced and can be purchased from the artist or from the Tourist Development Council Welcome Center at the corner of US 331 and US 98.

Upcoming ECWG Meetings

March 8, 2008 – Easter Egg Contest Judging 

The Board of Directors is also looking for exhibit space to show our works to the public.  

John Drury (850-499-9822) of the Board of Directors continues to seek a demonstrator for the March meeting.  Give John a call and volunteer before he calls you!

April 12, 2008 – a couple of options are being worked.  Watch the newsletter for more information.

May 14, 2008 – The Board of Directors is working to arrange a guided tour at the annual ArtsQuest Fine Arts Show.  The emphasis will be on the entries in the One-Of-A Kind Wood category that includes turnings, sculptures, and furniture.  This will be an opportunity to see the latest offerings, talk with the individual artist, and get a feel for the marketplace.  If you have ever thought about marketing your works, this will be a great opportunity to see and learn.
Demonstrators are always needed for meetings and for event showings. See any member of the Board of Directors to sign up to be a Demonstrator.

Items of Interest 

David Ellsworth seminar -  Artist, author and woodturner David Ellsworth will be in New Orleans for a two-day presentation on April 26 & 27, 2008.  More information at www.bayouwoodturners.com
For Sale – Sears Spindle lathe contact Bill Stephenson (850-622-9531).

The Johannes Michelsen School of Woodturning – A schedule of courses is available on the new website www.johannesmichelsen.com. This year, the school is offering woodhat-turning workshops as well as classes in basic bowl turning.  Graeme Priddle will be a guest instructor in May.  Phone 802-362-3481.
 
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128, e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 

Happy Turning










Written and Edited by William L. Stephenson, Jr.
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