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Next Meeting May 13, 2006   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. till appx. 4 p.m. 
Our next meeting will be a short meeting followed by the rescheduled full day seminar by Pat Johnson of Wetumpka, AL.
The fee for the seminar will be $30 for members and $35 for non members.  The fee includes lunch.  
Some participants have already paid for the seminar.  All others are welcome to attend based on the fee schedule above.
 Pat Johnson has been turning wood for 24 years, teaches at his home studio in Wetumpka AL, and demonstrates at woodturning clubs and seminars throughout the Southeast.  He teaches at the John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, NC several times a year as well as the Appalachian Center for Crafts in Smithville, TN.  He is a member of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW) and has studied with many nationally known turners.  He is on the board of directors for Southern States’ annual event in Gainesville, GA.  

Pat will demonstrate the turning of a hat, basic bowl turning, some spindle turning, and do a sharpening demonstration. 
What a way to learn a completely new technique and hone your other skills!
April 8, 2006 Meeting
· Ron Ferreira our president started the meeting with the following announcements:

1. Happy Easter to All

2. There will be a Board Meeting after the regular meeting.  
3. There will be a vote for two members of the Board of Directors in June.
4. Reminded the members about Pat Johnson’s Seminar on May 13, 2006. 
5. Logo Contest – We are looking for an artistic and creative logo that is different from other clubs.  Members & Friends please enter the contest.  The winner will receive a prize which will be announced at the May Pat Johnson seminar.

6. The club will have a seminar in October by Judy Ditmar, a well known woodturner.  (more info on page 2)
7. Looking for demonstrators for July, August, November, and December.                                                           Contact Jim Stokes at  850-415-6611 or Ron Ferreira at 850-622-0942
8. ECWG will demonstrate woodturning at the Niceville library at 1 p.m. on June 28, 2006.  Harry Wheeler and Mike D’Autilia will be demonstrators.  If there are any others who would like to be part of the demonstration call Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 or Bill Stephenson at 850-622-9531.

9. The Niceville Library is looking for pieces for a display in May or June.  If you have any turned pieces you would like to put in the display call Ron Ferreira at 622-0942
10. EWCG has displays in several of the local libraries.  The Crestview library has a display of antique turnings from the collections of Bill & Lynne Stephenson and Ella D’Autilia.  The Freeport Library has the Easter turnings made by the members.  

11. The hands on seminars given by Bill Stephenson on the third Saturday of January, February, and March were well attended.  There were 6 people at the thin wall end grain hollow form class, 8 at the thin wall bowl class and 3 people for the Embellishment class.  There were many who wanted to take the embellishment class but were out of town on that day or had to cancel because of the flu.  Your editor attended all classes and learned to turn thin wall vessels using the light technique.  It is scary when your cutting wall thickness of 1/8 of an inch but the technique works.  All who attended made several thin wall vessels in the class and several at home..
· Demonstration of Turning Corian by Paul Sherman

Thanks to Paul Sherman for the April demonstration for boxes and bowls with Corian rims and lids, a blending of two very different turning media.

Paul prepared blanks, in advance, to assure the glue joints were bonded and the glue well set.  Glued up blanks need to set at least overnight.  Paul liberally used waste blocks (something we should all learn to do) and then held the pieces for turning in a chuck gripping the waste block.  Paul uses woods suitable for box making in his wood/Corian pieces (maple, cherry, etc.)

Paul prepares blanks for turning using standard wood working tools and saws.  Paul turns Corian with conventional wood turning tools (HSS) sharpened in a conventional manner.  His experience with scrapers on Corian has not left a fine surface on the materials and it often has tiny pits which have to be removed, usually by lots of sanding.

The final sanding of pieces requires the use of very fine sandpapers including micromesh sanding materials.  The pieces are sanded to a very fine finish which is usually waxed.

Paul finds that turning Corian can be time consuming in that the shavings are very fine and come off the tool as ribbons – no hogging off the waste material.  At the point in the blank where the Corian meets the wood, it is best to use a light and gently cut as the tools will suddenly cut much more aggressively in the wood.

Paul has not yet attempted to turn a complete box all of Corian but has it on his list of things to try.  He notes that Corian holds a nice thin edge, such as on the lip of bowls, but has yet to experiment with thin walled vessels.

We all look forward to Paul’s NEXT installment where he will share more of his tips and techniques of creating turnings with Corian.
· Upcoming ECWG meetings
June 10, 2006  -  Keith Forehand demonstration

October, 2006  -  Judy Ditmar Seminar -  Judy is from Piqua Ohio, and is widely known for her elegant bowls with lathe carved exterior textures, boxes with snap-on-lids, turned jewelry of numerous forms, and most recently, sculptures.

Among the turned items we will have the opportunity to learn will be jewelry making which is ideally suited for creating on small lathes.  If you plan to try your hand, you should be keeping an eye out for the proper woods used in the
fine art of jewelry making.  The woods should be hard and dense and cut well across the end-grain without tear-out.  Only non-toxic woods should be used as these items may be worn by individuals with sensitive skin;  No rosewoods, no cocobolo, no walnut, no cherry.

Preferred woods for jewelry making are: Pecan, Apple, Citrus(orange, lemon, grapefruit), Ziracote, Mesquite, Bocote, Osage orange, Lilac, Canary wood, Ebony, Hickory, Dogwood, Persimmon, Oyster wood, Live Oak.  Blanks should be
roughly 2x2 square and 6-12 inches long, solid and dry.  A variety of different types and colors are preferred.  You should keep an eye out for these woods and begin laying back a supply.
· Items of Interest 
ArtsQuest 2006 Call for Volunteers   The Cultural Arts Association is sponsoring an Art Show at Baytown in 
Sandestin.  They are in need of volunteers on Thursday and Friday May 11 and 12th for helping Artist in setting up. They are also looking for volunteers to help Artist during break down on Sunday.  Volunteers will help Artists take their pieces from their vehicles at the staging area to assigned spots during set up and vice versa on break down.  If you are interested please call Carolina Cox at the CAA office 622-5970.  If no one is there leave a message and someone will call you back. For your information there are five woodturners showing their turned art at the show including our own Bill Stephenson.
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW), dedicated to providing education, information and organization to those interested in woodturning, will be presenting Turning Southern Style XII Woodturning Symposium. This year’s event will again be held at the Unicoi State Park and Lodge in Helen, Georgia on September 8-10, 2006.

As popular as this event has become, you'll want to register early. Registration is limited to 200. 

 

You can download the brochure containing the registration form at http://www.gawoodturner.org/Symposium/TSSXII2006.pdf.


If you have questions or would like additional information, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely,
Jim Hutchinson, President
The Georgia Association of Woodturners
404-633-7982, president@gawoodturners.org
AAW scam notice

Recently one or more people have received telephone calls to join the AAW or to subscribe to the AW Journal (magazine).  Here are the facts:
     

The AAW does not do any telemarketing or phone soliciting for membership.
The AAW does not do any telemarketing or phone soliciting for magazine subscriptions.

The AAW does not endorse any agents to solicit AAW membership or magazine subscriptions.

Any such telephone call you receive to this effect is a form of "phishing", where an unscrupulous person is trying to get your credit card or other personal information for their illegal usage.  You should not give out your credit card number or personal information as a general policy unless you initiate the phone call to a known business.
AAW symposium Hearing Impaired info - The AAW is interested in knowing if you are planning to attend the AAW symposium in Louisville, will you need "any wireless assistive devices" to help you better hear the demonstrators and speakers.  If you do, please contact Butch or Pat Titus at btitus@sprintmail.com or 210-649-4308 or Angelo Iafrate at 401-934-1349 or iafrateturns@cox.net . | Most attendees with hearing problems usually try to sit in front row seats to hear better but some may need special equipment.
Green wood sealer - Greenwood sealer can be ordered from U-C Coatings Corp., PO Box 1066, Buffalo, NY 14215.  Website: www.uccoatings.com  It is suggested that an order be placed for a 5 gallon pail (minimum) which cost about $60.00.  Then split up the order with several other woodturners or users of green wood. If enough people would like the sealer, it is even cheaper in 55 gallon drums.  Bill Stephenson 622-9531

· Items for Sale

Crown moulding   Available to a nice home - 24 linear feet of 3 inch crown moulding, pine, unfinished.
Bill Stephenson 850-622-9531
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@srbfl.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting.

Happy Turning. 
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