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Next Meeting

March 12, 2005 – Freeport Community Center Hwy 331 North out of Freeport, Fl,   9 a.m. till noon.

· Board of Directors Report

· Show and Tell

· Demonstration:   “Inside Out Turning” by Owen Toon – We got a look at Owen’s inside out turnings at the Christmas ornament contest.

· Easter Ornament contest 

· Raffle

New Members – Welcome to new members Reid Gilland of Valparaiso, John Drury of Niceville, Ted Spangenberg of Chipley, and Benny Stokes of Chipley (our first Junior Member).

Highlights from February 12, 2005 Meeting 

· Ron Ferreira

· Welcomed the new members and guests

· Mentioned our treasurer and secretary would not be able to fulfill their duties for the next few months and asked if anyone would volunteer to take over the duties temporarily.

· Announced that elections for three members of the board of directors will be held in June. 

· Announced that Howard Griffen and Mike D’Autilia would be the nominating committee for the upcoming slate of officers.

· Thanked Howard Griffen for his demonstration at the last meeting.

· Announced that the Easter Ornament Contest will take place at the March 12, 2005 meeting.  Any member who wishes to enter the contest should bring in his or her entry or entries to the meeting.  The price for entering is $1.00 per piece entered.  The entries will be placed on display at the Freeport Public Library for several weeks. Get your creative juices going.

· Demonstrators for meetings from July through December 2005 are needed.  Contact Jim Stokes if you have an interest in demonstrating.  Demonstrators must be members of AAW or have equivalent insurance policies.

· Show and Tell -  

Howard Griffen showed a collection he made of turned and painted rattles. Alan Newell brought in captured ring turnings.  Benny Stokes showed several oak candlesticks he turned. Tom Lee brought in a gouge that snapped during a turning.  Owen Toon said the same thing happened to him several years ago.  Mike D’Autilia brought in his first attempts at a finial for a tall clock and a small spalted maple bowl.  Keep bringing in good turnings, bad turnings or anything you think would be of interest or help to our members.  It helps all of us to do better in our turnings.

· Demonstration  -   Hand Rubbed Finishing and turning of “Magic Wands” – Dennis & Jann Smith of Smithworks

Jann started the demonstration by stating that the finishes she uses now are based on trying various finishes over the years and finding out what worked best for her.  She said she likes hand rubbed finishes vs. laquers.  The first finish she used was salad bowl finish. She then tried Waterlox (a tung oil finish).  They worked well but required five or six coats to get a finish she liked.  The finish she now uses most is Minwax sanding sealer with two or three coats of Minwax Antique Oil Finish. She has found Minwax Antique Oil Finish hard to find in stores and found it available form a web site, Cornerhardware.com at $9.93 per quart.  She thins the finish if it becomes too thick. The final step is applying Kerr wood cream wax. Dennis uses friction polish for pens.  Some in the group mentioned they have found that friction polish did not hold up well.  Dennis said that he uses Myland friction polish and has had no problems. 


Jann went through the process she uses for a hand finish.  Dennis brings the turning to her after he has done some sanding of the piece.  Jann starts by using dental picks, small files, and a Dremel tool to clean out cracks, holes, and bark inclusions.  The next step is to use CA glue to fill in cracks, holes, and any soft spots in the wood.  Her next step is to camouflage any discolorations using  rub on sticks, burn in sticks, and brush on acrylics.  She has found wood filler is a problem to use as it is difficult to match colors.  Sometimes she finds it pays to accentuate a flaw.  The next step is sanding with 120 grit sanding pads purchased from Klingspore.  She rubs alcohol on the piece to look for scratches holding the piece with offset light.  After she feels the piece is sanded and all scratches are out, an ultra fine marking pen is used to sign, date, and place a mark to indicate the type of finish used on the piece.  Once that’s done she applies the oil based sanding sealer followed by a light sanding.  Next she places a small amount of the Antique Oil finish in a container and applies it with a small piece of T-shirt material rubbing it in well.  She will let it dry and apply several more applications of the Antique Oil.  Once completely dry Jann uses a Kerr cream wax as a final finish.  Jann also mentioned that she applies the finish on the outside of the piece first then the inside.  Someone from the audience asked if she had ever tried wipe-on polyurethane finish on turned pieces.  She has not tried it yet but will in the future.

Dennis described his method for drying rough freshly cut wood that has been rough turned into bowl blanks.  He puts the blanks into a plastic bag then into a garbage can. Once every day he removes the blanks from the bag, turns the bag inside out to dry the moisture that has come out of the blanks. Once the bag is dry he replaces the blanks into plastic bag and trash can.  When there is no moisture on the inside of the bag the blanks are removed and stored for six to eight months.

Dennis then showed how he makes wands that Smithworks sells through a web site, http://www.alivans.com .  Dennis places a dowel shaped piece for the long portion of the wand into a hand drill, sands the piece and shapes a taper towards the end opposite handle.  He brought along a small lathe and showed how he makes the handle.  He placed a square piece of stock a little over 1 inch on a side and about 8 inches long between centers. One end of the piece had a predrilled hole to accept the long portion of the wand.  He rounded the stock using a planner blade that had a round cutting edge ground on one end when viewed from the top.   Next he used a beading tool, spindle gouge, and skew to turn the finish shape of the wand handle.  He made several different shapes including some special design for some members of the audience. Dennis changes the size of the beads by twisting the beading tool on the tool rest before starting the cut.  This allowed Dennis to make beads smaller then the full size of the tool.  He then sanded the piece shaped and parted the end opposite the drilled end. The long section would be glued into the handle and finished.  Jann uses oil based sanding sealer, followed by several coats of oil based polyurethane finish, applied with a sponge brush, with sanding in-between coats. 

Thanks to Jann and Dennis for a great demonstration.

Items of Interest

· Minwax Antique Oil Finish is available at the Ace Hardware Paint store in Santa Rosa Beach. The store is on the North side of 98 just East of the intersection of CR 393.

· ECWG members may want to review. Dennis and Jann Smith, Smithworks Web site. http://www.knology.net/~smithworks/webpage.htm.

· AAW Symposium July 22 –24, 2005 reminder from AAW -  Now be sure and remind your members to register for the Overland Park, Kansas Symposium July 22 – 24, and to register young people 10 years old through 17 years old free if they are accompanied by a fully registered adult. Bonnie Klein will teach the youth hands on classes on 20 Jet Mini lathes donated by WMH Tool Group. 20 complete tool sets have been donated by Crown Tools, 20 Nova Precision Midi Chucks have been donated by Teknatool, and 20 face shields have been donated by Woodcraft. At the banquet, a drawing will be held, with the luckiest 20 registered youths winning a complete Jet lathe, chuck, tools, and face shield.

· Info from Craft Supplies USA  - club member program changes

Beginning February 15th, a Woodturning Club Members section will be located on the home page of our website at www.woodturnerscatalog.com. Simply click on this button to view the monthly club offer. In order to receive the indicated pricing, club members will need to enter their club name in the designated box during checkout. Club members are also invited to call 1-800-551-8876 to inquire about club specials and to take advantage of the special pricing by phone.

Each month we will notify club members via e-mail of the current club offer with a corresponding link. A "remove from list" link will also be included for anyone who would prefer not to receive the club special offer notification. Club members not receiving special club offers can sign up by contacting Kathy Lawrence at klawrence@woodturnerscatalog.com or at 1-800-551-8876. As always, club member information is strictly confidential and is not made available to anyone.

Thanks to Craft Supplies USA for supporting woodturning clubs and their members.

· A message from AAW President Phil Brennion

One of the AAW Board ongoing commitments is to be responsive to the memberships needs. It's important we hear from all chapters large and small alike. Let us know what's on your mind. If you have an idea to improve existing programs or ideas you think can move the AAW forward, pick up the phone, and call a board member.  Let us hear from you as we move forward in 05. Board member numbers are listed inside the front cover of the AAW resource directory.  Your board is always trying to reach a balance with the many varied interests and skill levels within our association. Input is most important as we make decisions with your resources. This reminds me!  Please take time to complete the current online survey concerning content of the American Woodturner. It can be found through the AAW home page at www.woodturner.org.

· Message from John Hill - AAW Chapters and Membership Committee Chairman

 AAW provides a liability insurance policy for its members and chapters. This insurance policy is provided at no charge to each AAW chapter in the US and Canada and covers the chapters and AAW members for activities of the AAW through its chapters. The premium for this liability insurance policy is very expensive. Chapters are not required to help pay for this but many do make donations to the AAW to help defer this expense. The cost is approximately $1 per member per year. Thanks for any help that your chapter can give.

Upcoming ECWG Meetings

March 12, 2005 
“Inside Out Turning” by Owen Toon

April 9, 2005

“Napkin Rings and More” by Jim Stokes

May 14, 2005

“Platters” by Harry Wheeler

June 11,2005

“Turning Finials” Mike D’Autilia

Items for Sale or wanted

· A metal Stand for a grinder $15 each

Sears Craftsman 12/36 lathe 1 hp  - includes a 4 jaw chuck, two face plates, 3 tool rests (12 and 6 inches + S rest)

$150.   Contact Ron Ferreira 850-622-0942

· Wanted - August 2002 issue # 114 of Woodturning magazine. -  Interested in making a copy of an article therein.
Contact Bill Stephenson 850-622-9531

If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@srbfl.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting.
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