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Next Meeting July 8, 2006   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. till noon 
Owen Toon will be our demonstrator for this meeting and will show us how to turn trivets.

Board of Directors meeting   There will be a Board of Directors Meeting after the regularly scheduled meeting.

June 10, 2006 Meeting
· Ron Ferreira our president started the meeting with the following announcements:

1. We will be voting for two members to be on the board of directors. Mail-in votes that have been received by this morning’s mail will be counted and included in the voting.
2. ECWG has a display of antique bowls and flatware at the Crestview Library. The antiques have been provided by Bill Stephenson and Ella D’Autilia. 
3. Owen Toon will demonstrate the turning of trivets at our July meeting.
4. Thanked the members for their support for his term as president.
5. Howard Griffen gave the financial report.
6. Had Mike Adams, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, hand out the ballots for board of directors election.
7. There will be a 2 day seminar in October by Judy Ditmar, a well known full time professional woodturner. The fee for the seminar will be announced at a later date.

8. Time for the Member Gallery.
Member Gallery

Howard Griffen   showed two turned toys, a nut cracker and small seesaw.  Howard has become our king of toy making.
Earnest Nettles  brought in wedges he made to hold his office door open.  Earnest said he woke up at 4 a.m. this morning and decided to make the door stops.  Jim Neilson  showed two large bowls, one natural edge of walnut, 3 small shallow bowls one very thin, and a bowl of elm he said was a joy to turn.  Rick Bassani brought in 2 small cannons made of metal and a small operating Sterling engine. The engine drove a small fan. Rick demonstrated its operation. Rick also showed the group how to do a quick test with a hammer on a grinding wheel to tell whether it should be used.  Pick up the wheel in your hand and give it a soft blow with a hammer, if it rings it is OK to place on the grinder, if thuds it has a defect in it and should not be used.  Xelle Wyble  showed a gouge grinding system he made.  Harry Wheeler  brought in a set of Corian earrings, a small hollow bird house ornament, and a small inside out turning.
Ron Ferreira thanked those who contributed to the Member Gallery.  It always gives us inspiration to try new turnings.
Board of Directors Election results  
Mike Adams gave the results of a very close vote for the board of directors.  Ron Ferreira and Earnest Nettles were elected to a two year term expiring in 2008.  

Pen Making Demonstration by Keith Forehand

To make a pen or pen set you will need the following:

1. Wood blanks 5/8 x5/8 inch by the appropriate length of the pen you are making

2. Two brass tubes inserts

3. A drill bit the size of the OD of the brass tubes for drilling the wood blanks to accept the tubes
4. A pen kit which includes all the parts for the pen

5. A mandrel to hold the pen blanks for turning with a Morse taper that fits your lathe’s drive.

6. 3 bushings to separate the bottom and top pen blanks on the mandrel
7. A barrel trimmer to square and clean up any excess glue used for holding the brass tube into the blanks
8. Glue
9. Finish
All the materials can be purchased through woodworking catalogs.  

Keith brought in some curly oak to demonstrate the turning of pens.  He uses 5/8 by 5/8 blanks of the appropriate length for the pens with 7 mm brass tubes.  Keith makes many pen sets at a time and finds it easiest to do the cutting and drilling of all the blanks in mass.  Once the blanks are cut to size and drilled, the brass tubes are lightly hand sanded on the outside with 80 grit sandpaper to help the glue adhere, and are inserted into the wood blanks.  The brass tubes have two functions, to keep the blank from crushing while turning and to accept the pen or pencil mechanism. Keith places glue on the tubes, inserts them partially into the wood blanks, removes them, turns them around and reinserts them into the blank twisting while inserting.  This helps to distribute the glue.  CA or two part epoxy glue can be used.  A drill press may have to be used to fully insert the tube.  When the glue is dried a bushing is inserted from the tail stock end of the mandrel towards the drive end, followed by the one of the blanks, than another bushing followed by another blank, another bushing is added, and the entire assembly is secured with a nut.  The assembled mandrel is now placed onto the lathe.  The bushings have two purposes, to separate the top and bottom blanks and as a gage for the outside diameter of the pen. When placing the blanks onto the mandrel, make sure the grain matches.  The pen can now be turned to the design of your choice. When turning is completed, Keith sands with 150,180,220,320, and 400 grit sandpaper.  He uses Mylands high build friction polish applied with a cloth.  When polishing is complete, remove the mandrel assembly from the lathe and remove the top and bottom of the pen.  The next step is to insert the pen mechanism into the pen, the spacer between top and bottom, and the top clip.  
The best way to start is to purchase a pen kit from a woodworking catalog or store.  There are several kits available.  A basic starter set with mandrel set will give you all the material and jigs to make a pen.  The price is about $70 including some chisels for turning. Once you have the kit you can order pen kits that include all the metal parts for a pen for about 4 to 5 dollars.  You will have to supply the wood and glue.

Pen and Pencil sets make a great gift.  As Keith said, “I didn’t think I would like it and resisted trying. Once I tried it I was hooked”.
Upcoming ECWG meetings
July 8, 2006   
 Owen Toon    Turned Trivets

August 12, 2006 
 Paul Sherman   How To Make a Vacuum Chuck

September 9, 2006
To be announced
October 14-15, 2006    
 Two full day seminar by Judy Ditmar 
 Judy is from Piqua, Ohio and is widely known for her elegant bowls with lathe carved exterior textures, boxes with snap-on-lids, and turned jewelry of numerous forms, and most recently, sculptures.

Among the turned items we will have the opportunity to learn will be jewelry making which is ideally suited for creating on small lathes.  If you plan to try your hand, you should be keeping an eye out for the proper woods used in the
fine art of jewelry making.  The woods should be hard and dense and cut well across the end-grain without tear-out.  Only non-toxic woods should be used as these items may be worn by individuals with sensitive skin; No rosewoods, no cocobolo, no walnut, no cherry.

Preferred woods for jewelry making are: Pecan, Apple, Citrus(orange, lemon, grapefruit), Ziracote, Mesquite, Bocote, Osage orange, Lilac, Canary wood, Ebony, Hickory, Dogwood, Persimmon, Oyster wood, Live Oak.  Blanks should be
roughly 2x2inch square and 6-12 inches long, solid and dry.  A variety of different types and colors are preferred.  You should keep an eye out for these woods and begin laying back a supply.
Items of Interest 
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW), will be presenting Turning Southern Style XII Woodturning Symposium. This year’s event will again be held at the Unicoi State Park and Lodge in Helen, Georgia on September 8-10, 2006.

As popular as this event has become, you'll want to register early. Registration is limited to 200. 

You can download the brochure containing the registration form at http://www.gawoodturner.org/Symposium/TSSXII2006.pdf

If you have questions or would like additional information, you can contact: 

Jim Hutchinson, President
The Georgia Association of Woodturners
404-633-7982, president@gawoodturners.org
Green wood sealer - Greenwood sealer can be ordered from U-C Coatings Corp., PO Box 1066, Buffalo, NY 14215.  Website: www.uccoatings.com  It is suggested that an order be placed for a 5 gallon pail (minimum) which cost about $60.00.  Then split up the order with several other woodturners or users of green wood. If enough people would like the sealer, it is even cheaper in 55 gallon drums.  Bill Stephenson 622-9531

"Masters Class" at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts by Clay Foster  July 30 through August 5,2006 
 Clay, a Studio artist and teacher, will be giving a class titled "Go Figure! Figurative Art & the Turned Object".
 The class will survey the use of figurative art, then design, plan and create turned objects with references to the human figure. Turnings will go from tool handles, lidded boxes, masks, sculptural objects, and vessels with mixed media adornment.  If you’re interested contact Arrowmont at http://www.arrowmont.org/registration/commerce.pl or call 865-436-5860.  You can see examples of Clays work at http://www.home.earthlink.net/~claypen/index.html


'Sage Advice for Woodturners'    This is a new ECWG Newsletter section
“Accept that some days you're the turner, and some days you're the chips.”

If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@srbfl.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting.

Happy Turning. 
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