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Next Meeting

Saturday February 11, 2006 – Owen Toon will show you how to turn lidded boxes 




Freeport Community Center – 9 a. m. till noon
Highlights from the January 14, 2006 meeting 

· Ron Ferreira

· Welcomed members and guests.

· Some of out of Walton County members found that they could not check out the CD and books that the club has placed in the Freeport Library.  We checked with the Library and found that residents from out of the county can get a library card, that will allow them to check out items, for a one time fee of $25.  
· The club will be giving a demonstration at the Niceville Library on June 28, 2006.  Please note that demonstrators must be members of AAW for insurance purposes.
· The Niceville and Crestview Library’s have glass enclosed cases where they would be happy to have some professional looking displays.  This could be a good opportunity for ECWG to display some of our member’s turnings.

· We will have a seminar by Pat Johnson, a woodturner who is noted for his hat turnings.  The seminar will be all day starting after a brief club meeting on Saturday March 11, 2006 at the Freeport Community Center on Highway 331 just north of Highway 20 in Freeport, Fl.  The fee is $30 for ECWG members and $35 for non members.  The fee includes lunch.
· Earnest Nettles relayed a conversation he had with the City of Freeport concerning the use of the facility by the club and cleanup.  The City is getting more requests for use of the city facilities for meetings and wondered if ECWG could possibly use one of the other City facilities. Earnest told them that we usually have 20 to 30 people at our meetings.  There was also some concern that our meetings would cause saw dust and chips in the Community center.  Earnest showed them the before and after clean up at our Dave Berriger seminar.  He also told them to check the city clean up crew about the cleanliness of the facility after our use. The results were we can use the existing facility and they appreciate the good job we do.  Thanks to Earnest and the City of Freeport.
· Show and Tell Member Gallery
Bill Bridges showed several items made of Cuban mahogany done many years ago by his father.  The pieces were a platter and a pair of candlesticks.  They were both done well.  Bill also brought in some inside out turnings he had done based on an article he saw in a book.  Mike D’Autilia showed a bowl with a finial in the center of the inside bottom.  He had made an error by placing a screw chuck into the base end of the bowl blank instead of the top. He didn’t realize until after he finished the outside that there would now be a hole in the center of the bowl, consequently he had to make a design change. Mistakes happen and then we have to be creative to find a way to salvage the piece and make it into a useful turning. 
Bill Britton. Showed a bowl he turned from using wood from one of our previous wood raffles.  Bill is one of our new members and new to woodturning. Take a look at what he did.  Bill has experience in metal turning but turning wood is new.  He turned the piece on the left with a metal lathe.   Harry Wheeler brought in three birdhouses he had made that were displayed on a stand. One was made of lagustrum and one from multicolored laminates. Bill Stephenson brought in a thin wall hollow form that had been embellished.  It gave all an idea of what can be done to increase the value of turnings.  Thanks to all who brought in pieces for our show and tell gallery.  All were good and should give us inspiration to keep turning and try new techniques.
Demonstration   “Using the Skew” by Tom Lee
Tom Lee did a terrific job of showing how to purchase, sharpen, and use the skew.  He started by saying that he learned by using the Alan Lacer videos.  Tom did the whole demonstration using the skew from roughing out the blank to a finished turning.  It was an interesting demonstration and Tom showed many of the techniques required in using the skew.  The use of the skew is one that requires much practice.  Learning to use a skew can be done by spending a good amount of time with the skew and the Lacer videos.  It would be impossible for the writer to adequately place in this newsletter the techniques that Tom used.  His demonstration showed that in the hand of a trained turner, the skew is an effective woodturning tool that will give extremely smooth cuts requiring little or no sanding.  Thanks to Tom for a great demonstration and giving us the impetus to learn the skew. Tom showed a buffing wheel that he made.  The buffing wheel is used to hone tools. Turn a disk from mdf or plywood and glue a section of leather belt around the circumference.  Charge the leather with honing compound.  Attach the wheel to a face plate; place it on your lathe, and your ready for honing.  Don’t forget the rotation of the lathe will require honing on the bottom of the wheel if your lathe does not have a reversing switch.
· Other Meetings or Classes
· Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild sponsored classes
The guild is sponsoring three one day classes taught by Bill Stephenson.  The first class was on January 21, 2006 and all of the lathes plus one extra were in use. The remaining classes will be held at the Freeport Community Center from 9 am until 5 pm on the third Saturday of February and March. 
Fee $100/ class

February 18, 2006 
Thin Wall Bowl turning


March 18, 2006   
Finishing and Embellishment 

The March class will focus on Finishing and Embellishment techniques.   You will need to bring in four of your own thin wall pieces for embellishment.  The students who have taken the previous classes will finish and embellish some of the items they did in the previous classes.  

· The AAW Symposium Thursday, June 22, 2006 through Saturday the 24th in Louisville, KY 
Message from John Hill - AAW Chapters and Membership Chairman
There are always many great reasons to attend the AAW symposium.  You have 55 BIG reasons to register to come to the Louisville AAW Symposium.  For door prizes, how about FIVE Oneway 2436 lathes free, thanks to special pricing from Oneway Manufacturing or FIFTY $100 gift certificates donated by Packard Woodworks.

There will be 30 world class demonstrators putting on 150 rotations in eleven demonstration rooms.  Bonnie Klein and Nick Cook will teach hands on classes to young people ages 10 through 17. The youth can register FREE when accompanied by a fully registered adult. As we did last year, we will give away 25 JET Midi lathes with stands, 25 sets of Crown tools, 25 Nova Midi-chucks and 25 face shields to 25 of the lucky youths. (Bring your kids or grandkids)

See the world's largest instant gallery of over a thousand spectacular pieces
Visit the Trade Show filled with the world's largest assortment of woodturning tools, equipment, wood, etc.
There will be three panel discussions featuring world famous artists J. Paul Fennell, Binh Pho, David Ellsworth, Graeme Priddle, Curt Theobald, Clay Foster, Albert LeCoff, Kevin Wallace and Giles Gilson
We will have a great banquet and live auction
There are three great woodturning exhibitions within blocks of the symposium
Louisville has more to do than we can list here
For more information, go to http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2006/ .

John Hill - AAW Chapters and Membership ChairmanJohnrhill@charter.net

· Upcoming Emerald Coast Woodturning Meetings

· February 11, 2005   “Lidded boxes” by Owen Toon  
· March 11, 2006  Seminar by Pat Johnson 
Pat will demonstrate, the turning of a hat, basic bowl turning, some spindle turning, and do a sharpening demonstration.  

“Pat Johnson has been turning wood for 24 years, teaches at his home studio in Wetumpka AL, and demonstrates at woodturning clubs and seminars throughout the Southeast.  He teaches at the John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, NC several times a year as well as the Appalachian Center for Crafts in Smithville, TN.  He is a member of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW) and has studied with many nationally known turners.  He is on the board of directors for Southern States’ annual event in Gainesville, GA.”  

· Interesting  Items
Wood - the media in which we work - is a complex material.  The more we learn about the medium the better the results we can expect to achieve.  To learn more about the technical aspects of wood, check out the Wood Handbook, US Forest Service book FPL-GTR-113 which can be downloaded from: http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/fplgtr/fplgtr113/fplgtr
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@srbfl.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting.

Happy Turning. 
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