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Next Meeting

February 12,2005 – Freeport Community Center Hwy 331 North out of Freeport, Fl,   9 a.m. till noon.

· Board of Directors Report

· Show and Tell

· Demonstration:  Hand Rubbed Finishes by Jann Smith of Smithworks – Jann does all the finishing for member Dennis Smith in their business Smithworks, and she will discuss finishes they have tried with different woods.  You’re sure to learn some good techniques and tips. 

· Raffle

Highlights from January 8, 2005  Meeting 

· Ron Ferreira wished all the members and guests a Happy New Year.  He then introduced four new members, Bill Null,  Al Christopher, Jim Pzinski, and Alan Newel.

· Show and Tell -  Bill Bridges brought in a piece of citrus wood from Tucson, Arizona.  Bill Stephenson cautioned that the citrus would turn gray if it were not processed.  Dennis Smith showed a maple bowl and told us about making Harry Potter magic wands in miniature for Christmas ornaments. He was kept busy before Christmas, but was successful in selling all the ornaments.  Benny Stokes brought in a goblet and turning tools for miniature turnings.  Benny is new turner who is way ahead of the learning curve and is only 13 years old.  Bill Stephenson showed an ambrosia maple platter and asked the audience if they noticed anything unusual about the back. It was finished as well as the front and no telltale marks of how the piece was held in the lathe.  Paul Sherman showed a turning he made out of corian and walnut.  Paul said he used thick superglue to bond the corian to the wood.  Bill Stephenson commented that superglue has a limited shelf life if stored at room temperature, however storing it in the freezer will greatly extend its life.  Bill keeps the superglue for daily use in a closed peanut butter jar in his studio.  Extras are kept in the freezer (He says some were in the freezer for 5 years and were still good when removed).

· Demonstration  -   Lidded  Boxes

Howard Griffen demonstrated how he makes lidded boxes. He showed several he had made in preparation for the demo.  All were ring holders with a hollowed base for holding other jewelry such as earrings.  Each lid had a finial on the top.  Howard has certainly perfected the turning of tight fitting lids.  None of the lids would come off by picking up the box by the lid.  

Howard started by placing a blank between centers, rounding the blank and forming a tenon on each end leaving enough room between the tenons for the base and top of the finished piece.  He used a 7/8-inch wrench sharpened as a tool to get a precise 7/8-inch tenon on the top end. He then cut a ¼ inch wide grove at the separation point of top and bottom.  The next step was to rough shape both the top and bottom.  The piece was then separated into the top and bottom.  The bottom was put aside for the moment. The tenon in the top was placed into the chuck and circles were drawn for the inside and outside edge of the rim, the inside rim edge must be deep enough to accept the rim on the bottom piece. Hollow the insides of the top with a gouge and sand.  Finish rough shaping the top and remove the top from the chuck.  The Bottom was placed in a four-way chuck and placed in the drive end of the lathe.  Draw a circle a little larger that the Top rim and using a parting tool or scrapper cut down to the circle. Then he continued cutting or sanding the rim until the top fit on the base. The next step was to drill out the inside of the base.  This was accomplished by placing a drill into a Jacobs chuck attached to the tailstock.  Howard started with a small drill and ended up with a forsner bit slightly smaller that the minimum inside diameter of the base. The inside was finished with a scraper that was specifically ground for hollowing. (The cutting side of the scraper is slightly rounded looking from the top and beveled toward the bottom to insure the bottom edge will not cut the inside).  Howard turned the inside of the base to give a 3/8-wall thickness.  A dremel tool with sandpaper attached to it was used to sand inside going from 100 to 320 grit sandpaper. The outside was then shaped close to final dimensions. The base was then removed from the chuck. The top was placed in a spigot chuck with the spigot grabbing the top from the inside.  The next step was to finalize the outside of the top.  Unfortunately Howard at this point had a spectacular finish to the demonstration.  When he started finish turning the outside, the top flew off the chuck.  On inspection a crack had formed where the chuck had engaged the top.  The wall thickness must have been too thin to support the pressure of the chuck.  Howard’s finale would have been finishing the top, making a flame type finial, inserting the finial into the top, placing the top on the base and showing all a wonderfully designed lidded box with a tight fit top.

Thanks to Howard for a great demonstration.  Howard has come a long way since he started turning a little over a year ago.   

Items of Interest

· ECWG members may want to review. Dennis and Jann Smith, Smithworks Web site. http://www.knology.net/~smithworks/webpage.htm. 


· Delta Lathe drawing

We didn’t win the two $2300 Delta lathes in the AAW membership drive drawing. The random drawing was held in the AAW home office with winner being Gary Maiden from Richmond, Kentucky. His chapter is Louisville Area Woodturners. They had written a grant to help them purchase a lathe for the chapter. Now they have one, as does Gary. Congratulations to both.

· AAW Symposium July 22 –24, 2005 reminder from AAW -  Now be sure and remind your members to register for the Overland Park, Kansas Symposium July 22 – 24, and to register young people 10 years old through 17 years old free if they are accompanied by a fully registered adult. Bonnie Klein will teach the youth hands on classes on 20 Jet Mini lathes donated by WMH Tool Group. 20 complete tool sets have been donated by Crown Tools, 20 Nova Precision Midi Chucks have been donated by Teknatool, and 20 face shields have been donated by Woodcraft. At the banquet, a drawing will be held, with the luckiest 20 registered youths winning a complete Jet lathe, chuck, tools, and face shield.

· 2005 AAW Directory   - In order to be included in the 2005 AAW Directory, members must have joined or renewed before the end of February and can join on line at https://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/online.cfm


· Info from Craft Supplies USA  - club member program changes

Beginning February 15th, a Woodturning Club Members section will be located on the home page of our website at www.woodturnerscatalog.com. Simply click on this button to view the monthly club offer. In order to receive the indicated pricing, club members will need to enter their club name in the designated box during checkout. Club members are also invited to call 1-800-551-8876 to inquire about club specials and to take advantage of the special pricing by phone.

Each month we will notify club members via e-mail of the current club offer with a corresponding link. A "remove from list" link will also be included for anyone who would prefer not to receive the club special offer notification. Club members not receiving special club offers can sign up by contacting Kathy Lawrence at klawrence@woodturnerscatalog.com or at 1-800-551-8876. As always, club member information is strictly confidential and is not made available to anyone.

Craft Supplies will also be sending the club 12 - $15.00 gift certificates each year for the clubs use.

Thanks to Craft Supplies USA for supporting woodturning clubs and their members.

· A message from AAW President Phil Brennion

One of the AAW Board ongoing commitments is to be responsive to the memberships needs. It's important we hear from all chapters large and small alike. Let us know what's on your mind. If you have an idea to improve existing programs or ideas you think can move the AAW forward, pick up the phone, and call a board member.  Let us hear from you as we move forward in 05. Board member numbers are listed inside the front cover of the AAW resource directory.  Your board is always trying to reach a balance with the many varied interests and skill levels within our association. Input is most important as we make decisions with your resources. This reminds me!  Please take time to complete the current online survey concerning content of the American Woodturner. It can be found through the AAW home page at www.woodturner.org.


Upcoming ECWG Meetings

March 12, 2005 
“Inside Out Turning” by Owen Toon

April 9, 2005

“Napkin Rings and More” by Jim Stokes

May 14, 2005

“Platters” by Harry Wheeler

Items for Sale or wanted

· A metal Stand for a grinder $15 each

Sears Craftsman 12/36 lathe 1 hp  - includes a 4 jaw chuck, two face plates, 3 tool rests (12 and 6 inches + S rest)

$150.   Contact Ron Ferreira 850-622-0942

· Wanted - August 2002 issue # 114 of Woodturning magazine. -  Interested in making a copy of an article therein.
Contact Bill Stephenson 850-622-9531

If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@srbfl.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting.
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