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P.O. Box 1136, Freeport, FL 32439 

 
Newsletter - vol.7 no.12– December 2009  
 
Next Meeting Saturday December 12,2009 will be our Christmas Party at Nicks on Rt 20 between Freeport and 
Niceville  
 
It will start at 10:30 AM and go through lunch.  Al Christopher has been in touch with the owners and they are going to do 
a full seafood buffet for us including desert. For those who do not or cannot eat seafood, Nicks will have chicken, 
hamburgers and other non seafood items.  The price including tax and tip is $25.00 per person.  Spouses are encouraged 
to attend. There will be a gift exchange before dinner.  If you or your guest want to participate in the gift exchange, the 
board has determined since the cost of the dinner is high, it would be better for the gifts to be something you have turned.  
Most of us have extra wood lying around. This is also one way we can share turnings with other club members.  

.  
.  

Please send in your dinner fee to Bill Nall or Earnest Nettles prior to November 27th at: 
 

Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild  
P.O. Box 1136  
Freeport, Florida 32439  

 
 
It should be a great party with good food. 

. 
 
November 14,2009 Meeting  

 
Meeting was called to order by Earnest Nettles. 
 

·  Welcomed members and guests. 
·  The Heritage Museum in Valparaiso is hosting a gallery showing of an art exhibit titled "Colors of Northwest 

Florida".  The exhibit will start on Nov 14, 2009 and continue through December.   The artists represented in  
the exposition are all members of Local Color Artists.  The show has both two-dimensional and three-dimensional 
works in acrylic, oils, pen and ink, watercolor, and wood art.  Most of the art works are for sale with a portion  
of the proceeds going to support the programs of the Heritage Museum.  ECWG member Bill Stephenson has a 
number of works in the exhibition.  This show is a great opportunity to find that "something special" for that  
"someone special" as a holiday gift.  The Heritage Museum is open Tuesday through Saturday from 10am til 4pm. 

·  We encourage our members to join AAW.  Membership forms are in the back of the room. 
·  AAW would like club members to participate in a survey to help decide the programs they will sponsor and what 

type of articles members would like to see in the magazine.  Earnest has sent out an email describing the survey.  
It should not take more than 5 or 10 minutes to complete.  Please participate in this survey. The survey can be 
found at  http://tinyurl.com/yhypa8m. 

·  Tommy Holmes needs fresh wood for the Lyle Jamieson hands on program for January.  Tommy would also like 
to get together with the participants during the break. 

·  We have not had many people showing interest in the Sanding Glove Seminar scheduled for January.  We need 
at least 25 participants to break even on this seminar.  So far we have 5 people who have sent in the $65 fee.  A 
show of hands of those who want to participate showed a number far lower than 25.  The board will decide 
whether or not to cancel the seminar. (During the week the board felt that it would be better for the club and the 
Demonstrator to cancel the seminar) 

·  It’s time for the gallery.  Please note that some gallery items are either very fragile or pre sold.  Please do not 
touch. 
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Gallery  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments during the gallery 
 
Jimmy Neilson’s  finishing process after sanding used the Beal system with Tripoli polishing on the raw wood followed by 
waterlox coating, followed by buffing with wax. Earnest Nettles   tried using expansion foam to fill the crustaceans on his 
Christmas ornaments as described in one of the recent issues of the AAW magazine.  He found that care must be taken 
not to over fill or the expanding foam will crack the crustacean.  He also found that the foam is turnable and makes nice 
low weight ornaments. Al Christopher  brought in a piece by Gorst Plessis who has been using the Rose Engine for 50 
years and is still learning.  Al LaRoe   made the goblet from a dowel.  

Arbutus burl and Cherry burl 
hollow forms 

Arbutus Bowl 

Jimmy Neilson 

Christmas Ornaments 
 

Earnest Nettles 

Examples of Rose Engine 
turning by  

Gorst  du Plessis 
of New Orleans 

Examples Rose Engine turnings Salt Shaker made with the 
Rose Engine by 
Al Christopher  

Miniature Goblet on a 
coin 

Bowl completed from the 
Hands on session on bowls 

Al LaRoe 

Hollow form of 
Red Birch 

 
Bill Stephenson 
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Demonstration – Al Christopher will show us the ope ration of the Rose Engine 
 

Al Started by giving a brief history of the Rose Engine Lathe.  They have 
been around at least from the Renaissance and Age of Enlightment time.  
Each machine was individually made and was very expensive.  They were 
highly valued items that served nobility with both recreation and education. 
Until very recently the Rose Engine lathes were very complicated and costly 
and made for production.  The Rose Engine that Al has cost $1500 a far cry 
from the $30,000 several years ago.  Al’s is made to fit on a Jet mini lathe.  
The engine has a cutter with motor attached to an oscillating head driven by 
belts and a cam also called rosettes.  Al’s lathe came with over 20 cams 
made of acrylic.  The Engine is attached to the jet lathe using it as a 
platform.  The Engine has crank wheels attached to screws that allow 
movement of the cutter head along the lathe axis and one perpendicular to 
the lathe used for determining the depth of cut. There is a third wheel which 

is attached to a belt system that moves the cam mounted on the spindle of the lathe in a circular motion.  When turned 
there is a follower which rides on the cam and moves the cutter head in and out making a pattern onto the wood 
depending on the cam which is selected.  Al placed several different pieces in the lathe, chose the cam with a design he 
was looking for, and decided whether to place the design on the end or side of the piece to be decorated. Once the 
location of the cutter was set by the axial crank wheel system and the depth of cut was determined by the perpendicular 
crank wheel, Al turned the small motor on the cutter head assembly and turned the cam crank which makes the cutter cut 
the design onto the piece.  Al said he is a novice at using the Rose Engine and is looking forward to the learning process.  
Below are several of the pieces Al cut at the demonstration and several he completed sanding and polishing at his shop.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Thanks to Al for a great demo. 
 

Pieces done in the demo 

Pieces done in Al’s shop sanded and Polished 
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Items of Interest  
 
 
·  SEEKING - Square turning blanks (for platters) - 12"x12" up to 22"x22". Closed grain wood - as white as possible - 

such as Hard maple, Soft maple, Sycamore, some Birch, Magnolia, Holly, some fruitwoods.  Thickness minimum  
of 2 inches up to about four inches on the larger stock.  Contact Bill Stephenson 850-622-9531 

 
 
 

 
 Upcoming ECWG Meetings  
 
·  December 12, 2009   -   Christmas Party 
·  January 9-10, 2009   -  The Sanding Glove seminar has been canceled. Demo to be announced.  
 
   
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in 
search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128, e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa 
Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting.  
 
 
 
Happy Turning Mike D’Autilia 


