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P.O. Box 1136, Freeport, FL 32439
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Next Meeting Saturday June 13, 2009 at the Freeport Community Center 9 a.m. till noon. 

Myra Orton, from Tennessee, will be our visiting demonstrator.  During our June meeting she will demonstrate techniques for creating segmented bowls.  She will teach grain orientation, discuss design elements, show how to cut segments with a miter saw, construct a bowl for turning, and turn a segmented bowl.  She will provide a detailed handout that includes step-by-step instructions.  There will be a $5 fee for participants to defray expenses.
May 9, 2009 Meeting
Meeting was called to order by Ernest Nettles.
· Welcomed all members and guests.
· Those interested in participating in a Lyle Jamieson hands on session in January 2010 should meet at the break or after the meeting. 

· Turned the meeting over to Bill Grumbine.
Demonstration:  Bill Grumbine showed us how to make a deep vase.
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Bill started by saying he would be making a deep hollow form vase out of Curly Norway Maple.  The block of Norway Maple he used was 8 to 10 inch square, about 15 inches in length, with the bark on one end of the length.  He chiseled out a section in the approximate center of the bark, placed a drive center at the approximate center, and placed the piece between centers with the bark at the drive end.  (Bill uses a drive center that attaches to his four way chuck.  He feels it is much better than using Morse taper drive center). The tail stock was tightened lightly for balancing.  He proceeded to balance the block.  Once balanced he rounded the piece with a 5/8 bowl gouge using a pull cut, then rough cut the outside shape of the vase.  Next he trued the face at the tail stock and turned a tenon on it to fit his 4 way chuck.  He removed the piece from the lathe, the drive center from the chuck, inserted the tenon into the chuck, and brought up the tail stock to the center mark.  He tightened the chuck and began finishing the outside form of the vase.  He used a shear scrape and an angled shear scrape to finish the cutting of the outside.  Bill left some extra thickness at the bottom of the outside curve for final shaping to match the bottom which will be done later.  Time to work on the inside.  He removed the tail stock and placed a bowl steady rest on the piece with the wheels on the turner’s side of the lathe.  Next he trued up the top face of the vase.  He placed a line on the outside of the vase to show where the outside bottom of the vase would be and began hollowing the inside in steps using the 5/8 bowl gouge.  Once he was in 3 to 4 inches, he transferred to a large bowl gouge with at least a ¾ inch in diameter with a little over two feet of steel showing with a very long handle.  He used this to the finish the inside of the vase.  He measured the inside depth of the vase using a jig with a laser to indicate the inside depth of the bowl on the outside.  As he got closer to the bottom he started to increase the thickness slightly to be able to finish the outside bottom later.  He then removed the piece from the chuck, turned it around, and placed several pieces of paper towels around the chuck and used it as a jam chuck on the inside of the bowl.  He brought up the tail stock to the bottom and secured the live center to the center of the piece.  Bill finished the bottom with a parting tool to size the base of the vase and used a gouge to finish the outside shape to match.  Next he used a gouge to make a shallow concave cut in the base stopping before the piece parts from the live center of the tail stock. The final parting was done with a thin curved carving tool.  

It was a great demo. 
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 Upcoming ECWG Meetings

June 13, 2009
Myra Orton from Tennessee will demonstrate segmented turning.
Myra Orton - Woodturner

1521 West Beaver Dam Road

Centerville, Tennessee 37033

931/729-3110

email: myraorton@bellsouth.net

Myra Orton's appreciation for wood began as a child.  As she followed her dad in his workshop, he taught her to pay attention to the textures and colors wood offered.  As she grew, he encouraged her to explore wood by cutting, sanding and feeling the grain of each wood.  As an adult, she marketed painted scroll saw artwork, but yearned to learn how to turn a baseball bat or a bowl on a lathe.  In 2004, she purchased her first lathe, and her zeal of woodturning began in earnest.  Segmented woodturning with its harmony of vibrant colors was her initial approach to artistic expression and quickly became a part of her turned forms. 


She lives on a farm in middle Tennessee where she is surrounded by a treasure of natural beauty.  The environmental beauty of the area has inspired her to incorporate elements of nature into the designs of her turned objects.  She sketches what she sees and translates the sketch onto the turning.  Each completed element is unique in that she allows her creativity to guide her through the artistic processes.  Designs and textures are applied by woodburning, power carving, acrylic paints, stippling, and shading.  She invites the viewer of her artwork to feel an appreciation of nature and to appreciate the texture, content, color, form, and positive and negative space.


Myra is a professional teacher and spends evenings and weekends woodturning, studying, and executing the art of woodturning.  Her devotion and love of teaching has propelled her to apply her teaching skills to woodturning through individual classes and in demonstrations for woodturning groups.  She enjoys the interaction with woodturners as a source of knowledge and inspiration that encompasses each demonstration.  


As a woodturner, Myra studies wood, its characteristics, and its uses.  Studying woodturning is an on-going process she values, and she seeks opportunities to continue the exploration.

Items of Interest 

For Sale
· Shopsmith, good condition with extras.  Contact Tom Barnes 850-897-0806 for details and pricing
· 48inch Vega Duplicator $750 contact Paul Sherman 850-259-1516
· Used Jet 1236 lathe with a ¾  hp motor $400 Contact Bill Cunningham 850-496-2032


If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128, e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 

Happy Turning Mike D’Autilia

Gallery  for May 2009
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