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Next Meeting Saturday May 10, 2008   Al Christophers Workshop 9 a.m. until 12 p.m. + 

May 10, 2008  - Al Chistopher will be demonstrating how to use the router and router jigs to augment and add to the artistry of wood turnings.  If you can stay for lunch Al will be having a free fish fry after the demo.  

Apil Meeting

Xelle Wyble Vice President 

· Welcomed members.

· Welcomed Guests Eocle Shaw of Dothan Al, Randy Bryson of Headland, AL, Alan McCoy of Pensacola, Fl, Alan  Lovelace of Pace, FL, George McClure of Cantonement FL, Leland Leonard of Pensacola, FL, Bill Nichols of Dothan, Al, and Gil Jones of Donaldsonville, GA.
· Georgia Association of Woodturners will be having their annual Symposium at the Unicoi State Park in Helen, GA. Copies of their brochure, are available on the table in the back of the room.  Members Al Christopher and Jim Reese have attended in previous years and recommend it highly.  Information on the Symposium can be obtained on their web site at www.gawooturner.org .  The site of the symposium is not too far from the John Campbell Folk School and it is well worth taking a day to visit the school.

· ECWG has sent a donation of  $100 to a fund to help former five year board member and two year President of AAW Phil Brennion.  In 1982 Phil had an ill-performed chiropractic procedure.  Since then, he has endured eight surgeries on his neck and hips.  In July of 2007 Phil went through 10-hours of emergency surgery to de-tether his spinal cord. Following his last surgery, Phil was paralyzed from the neck down.    After 107 days in the hospital neurological wing he is now at home and is in a high tech wheel chair which is controlled by head movement.  The doctors say that it will be at least two years to see what movement can be regained.   During that time he will be having in home therapy.  In spite of health care insurance the uncovered medical expenses have exhausted the Brennion finances.  To help meet expenses a “Friends of Phil” checking account has been set up at a Chino Valley Bank.   If you're able to help this generous and caring woodturner, please send a check (payable to Brennion Account 778853713) to:
      Chase Bank AZ1-0536
       31 Butterfield Road
      Chino Valley, AZ 86323
· AAW is in need of help at this years annual symposium in Richmond Va.  If any one is interested  please contact inquiries@woodturner.org as soon as possible.
· There is some river birch for the taking at Tom Lee’s home.
Gallery   There was no Gallery or Raffle at the April meeting
All Day Seminar by Bill Grumbine
Bill Grumbine gave a very impressive seminar.  He showed us how he turns a standard bowl, a natural edge bowl and a banana shaped bowl plus a little spindle turning.  He started by showing us the safety equipment that he wears when turning bowls. Always use safety glasses and a face shield at the minimum when turning bowls.  Bill uses an Air Stream 400 combination helmet, face shield, and air filtering system, with hearing protection attached.  He used this system during the seminar whenever he was turning.  He briefly discussed his system for sharpening his bowl gouges.  He uses a 1750 low speed grinder with a 60 grit wheel and the Oneway Wolverine Sharpening Jig with the multi -grind attachment.  He places the adjustable arm of the multi-grind jig to the center position,  inserts his bowl gouge into the jig with the cutting edge approximately 2 inches showing, no measuring.  He then places the end of the adjustable arm of the jig into the V arm of the wolverine jig. He moves the arm in and out until the bevel at the point of the gouge rests squarely on the grinding wheel.  He turns on the grinder and touches the point of the gouge to the wheel.  Check to see that the grind mark goes from the top to the bottom of the bevel.  He then makes any adjustments to the V arm if needed than starts grinding.  He uses a fingernail grind with a side grind longer than most.  The gouge he uses is made by Doug Thompson and comes without a handle.  The gouges can be purchased from Doug Thompson at www.thompsonlathetools.com.  They use powdered metallurgy and cryogenics to get a strong long lasting cutting edge.  The prices for the gouges run from $40 for a 3/8 inch bowl gouge to $95 for a 3/4 inch gouge.  The site has a good description of the metal process, hints on sharpening, and an article on how to make handles.  Bills demonstrations took us through the basics of roughing bowl blanks for drying, chucking and finish cutting seasoned roughed out bowls.  Bill described the various cuts he makes with a bowl gouge for rough cutting, finish cuts, and cuts designed for removing particularly troublesome tear outs.  The four basic cuts he names as the, 45,45,45, cut for roughing out, tangent cut for finishing, shear scrape for removing tear outs, and the vertical shear scrape for really troublesome tear outs. For the inside of the bowl he used a push cut.  He showed that if done correctly there is very little effort required to make the cuts. Bill spent a lot of time showing how to make these cuts. It is much easier to see these cuts performed than to try explaining it in words.  Bill has two excellent DVDs available that describe his techniques. They are “Turned Bowls Made Easy” and “Beyond the Basic Bowl.”  If you are interested in bowl turning these DVDs are a must.  They will take you from the tree to finished bowls with stops on design, safety, and coring.  The DVDs can be purchased from Bills Web site at www.wonderfulwood.com/.   
Maybe we should have a hands on meeting using the clubs midi lathes?  We could have knowledgeable club members at each lathe. Members could try the different cuts with the assistance of the knowledgeable member assigned to the lathe. Good for discussion at our next meeting.
Upcoming ECWG Meetings

May 10, 2008 –   Using a router and jig to enhance the artistry of a turned piece - By Al Christopher.  We have all seen Al’s turnings at our gallery sessions.  Al will be showing how he does some of these one piece turnings such as the one below.

The meeting will be from 9 am until 12 pm + plus depending if you stay for the free fish fry lunch. It will be held at Al’s workshop at 5161 US Hwy 98 in Santa Rosa Beach.  It is on the South side of 98.  If your heading from the west it is almost one mile east of the intersection of US 98 and the West end of CR 30A.  If coming from the east it is 5 miles west of the intersection of US 98 and Hwy 331.  Al’s workshop is in a group of large Butler type buildings that are painted tan.  Enter the driveway and continue south until you can’t go any further, the internal road will turn right.  Follow the road to the end and Al’s workshop is the last building on the right and is on the right side of the building.  If you haven’t been there you will find Al’s workshop very well equipped and interesting. 

Items of Interest 

· From John Hill –AAW Chapter and Membership Commitee
Tax Relief Bill for Artists!!
You may or may not know that under current law an artist may only deduct his/her cost of materials for any of their art work donated to a museum or charity etc. of any kind, no matter what the real established value of that work may be.  Someone who bought the work, or the artist's heirs, may deduct what they paid for it or current fair market value, if it has appreciated. This bill will allow artists (while they are living) to be more generous with their
donations with less loss of income as a result. There is a pending bill to allow artists to deduct the full market value amount of their artwork when donating to museums and non-profits. Please support, if you can. The artists are always the ones to make the donations. Follow this link and type in your zip code to lobby for its passage: http://capwiz.com/artsusa/issues/bills/?bill=9680576
· From Bill Stephenson -  Woodturner's Bandsaw Blade from Highland Woodworking.  Highland offers a bandsaw blade specifically for woodturners.  The blade comes in a wide variety of lengths to fit most of the common bandsaws, is 3/8 inches wide which can cut a radius of 1.5 inches, has 3 teeth per inch, is filed with a "hook" tooth profile that offers a wide gullet for dust removal from the cut, has alternate set on the teeth with extra set for a wider cut, and is made of .032 inch steel which is thicker than standard blades.  The blade is hardened to
a Rockwell of 64-65 (the same as that recommended for turning tools).... and the list goes on. After James McClure recommended them, I gave one a try.  I am more than pleased with the performance, especially in wet wood.  Dry wood is also a snap.  Works well across grain or with the grain and in cutting curves, the change in grain direction is not noticed.  I have tried many different brands of blades over many years, both expensive and inexpensive (and a few down right cheap).  This is the best performing bandsaw blade that I have used to date around $16 to $25 (depending upon the length) plus s&h it is cost effective from many others in the marketplace.

· James McClure pieces selected for Southeast Regional Juried Exhibition – James was one of the recent woodturnes who did a whole day seminar for us. This is the second year in a row that some of his pieces have been selected for the annual exhibition.  James would like to invite any of our members who would like to attend an artist’s reception at the McIlroy Gallery in the Mattie Kelley Arts Center on the campus of Okaloosa-Walton College in Niceville, Fl on Sunday May 4th from 2-4 pm. The show will runs May 5th through June 5th.  The three items that were selected are shown below:
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For Sale
· Sears Spindle lathe contact Bill Stephenson at (850-622-9531)
· 48inch Vega Duplicator $750 contact Paul Sherman (850-259-1516)
· A Delta DL 70 variable speed long bed lathe with a 16 inch swing above the ways and capable of turning 30 inches for $750. A Delta Midi lathe with an extension and stand $250.  Contact Owen Toon (850-271-1033) 
· 10' x 10' craft tent made by Newton display products in Ft Myers, Fl.  There are two sets of weights and a set of stakes that screw into the ground.  It is in good condition $499.00.  Newton Display Products sold out to the Flourish Co. in 2005.  Contact Dennis Smith 850-769-5486.
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128, e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 

Happy Turning
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