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Next Meeting Saturday March 8, 2008   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. until noon 

March 8, 2008  - Tom Lee will demonstrate the turning of thin wall bowls.
February Meeting

Chuck Ward 

· Welcomed members and guests. 

· Thanked Tom Lee and Bill Stephenson for doing the newsletter in Mike D’Autilia’s absence.
· AAW is looking for Articles to include in the quarterly journal.  Contact Bill Stephenson for information on how to submit an article.
· We are trying to get Bill Grumbine to give an all day seminar on April 12, 2008.  (Chuck Ward has confirmed that Bill will give an all day demonstration on April 12, 2008.  See information below.)

· Don Pencil Woodturning is offering AAW club members 20% off thru February 2008 with 15% starting in March.  You can contact them at  WWW.DONPENCIL.COM  714-709-3281 360-376-4586.

· The Club is trying to set up a field trip to ArtsQuest 2008 on May 10th.  ArtsQuest is a juried fine arts festival that is held at Baytown in Sandestin.   There are usually 6 to 8 participants in the wood art category. 
·  David Ellsworth is giving a two day presentation near New Orleans on April 26-27th.  If you have interest in attending you can contact  www.bayouwoodturners.com, for information, or purchase tickets at www.turnedwood.net , a direct sales outlet. Tickets are limited to 100 spaces. 

· The American Craft show will be held in Atlanta on Mary 14 thru 16th.
· Chuck nominated Ron Ferreira and Howard Griffen as honorary members of the Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild.  Both have made an outstanding contribution in growing the club to its present size, Ron as President and Howard as Treasurer.  The membership in attendance unanimously approved the nomination.

· John Drury mentioned that he is still looking for contacts for some of the local papers, especially in the wiregrass area.  

· John Drury also announced that the renowned world woodturner, our own Tom Lee, will be our demonstrator for next month.

· Earnest Hand asked who would be interested in participating in the Valparaiso Heritage Museum’s Annual Walk in the Park craft show on April 26, 2008. A commitment is needed soon for the space.  He asked for a show of hands for those who want to demonstrate and who would be interested in participating in a booth for selling their pieces. 
· Don’t’ forget the Spring Turning Contest which will be held at our next meeting.  See the information below for the contest rules.

· The Freeport Library has volunteered, as in the past, to display our entries to the contest in the Library.

· John Drury asked whether we have ever looked at displaying in the Niceville Library.  To Chuck’s knowledge we have never done so, but we could look into it.
· There was a ten minute break before the all day seminar.
All Day Seminar by George McClure on Hollow Form Turning
Chuck briefly introduced George to the group.

George was raised on a farm and made and sharpened his own tools for woodworking and other chores on the farm.  He got into woodturning when making a table that needed turned legs.  George has been seriously turning for about 8 years.
George started by showing some of the pieces he has made over the years, some still in progress.  He started his demonstration by making a small hollow form from a 100 year old piece of pecan.  The outside was done with a bowl gouge with shear cuts and shear scraping for finishing cuts.  The inside roughing was done with a bowl gauge and the finishing cut with a hooked scraper.  Both outside and inside were finish sanded.   George would normally place a coat of cellulose sanding sealer followed by a wax finish or tung oil for a final finish. 
The next item he did was a larger hollow form using the Jamieson hollowing jig.  The seminar was worth the price to see how well the Jamieson jig works for hollowing greater than 3 inches deep.  George started with a rounded piece about 8-10 inches in length, placed it between centers, and placed a tenon on one end.  He placed the piece in a 4 jaw chuck and formed the outside and finished cut the outside.  Next he drilled a ½ inch diameter centered hole to the bottom of the inside of the hollow form.  The inside was done with the Jamieson jig which included a laser attachment to help in visualizing the thickness of the wall.  We all were amazed at how little effort was used in the hollowing of the piece once the jig and laser were adjusted.  The hollowing tool has a very small cutting bit and leaves lots of small ridges on the inside.  George changed the cutting bit to a Hunter bit, which is a small circular carbide cutter used to smooth the ridges on the inside.  The piece that George was turning was the shape of a vase that narrowed down near the top then flared out again.  While cutting the inside at the narrow point near the top, he cut the wall thickness a little too thin and the top section of the vase parted.  Some of us think that he did this on purpose to point out why the position of the laser beam in relation to the cutter tip must be changed as the inside form changes.  George modified the shape of the top of the piece and continued to the finish. 
His third piece was a goblet made of holly.  Once again he used the Jamieson jig to hollow out the inside.
There were several of the items that George brought in that had been embellished by using a wood burning tool.  He described how it was important to do lots of practice on flat pieces of wood to master the technique of wood burning before transferring to a turned piece. 
Tips from the seminar.  George uses a clothespin to hold his small pieces of sandpaper.  Bill Stevenson said that he adjusts the laser to cutting edge distance every 1 inch of depth. 

Thanks to George for a great seminar.
Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild Spring 2008 Contest

Don’t forget to bring in your entries for the Spring 2008 Contest on March 8, 2008.
These are the rules:
Egg shaped Contest

· Turn a wooden object incorporating the shape or form of an egg.

· Each entry must be turned from plywood and incorporate plywood in the piece.

Entries will be judged at the March 8, 2008 meeting based upon:

· Technical execution: absence of tool marks and chipouts.

· Technical finish: absence of sanding marks, uniformity of finish application (no runs or drips or errors).

· Overall design and aesthetics: proportions, overall quality of the end result.

In general, 

· finishes should be dry in time for the contest judging.

· members may enter as many times as they wish, upon payment of the $2 entry fee for each entry.

· any appropriate plywood may be used. 

Consider making your entries available for display at an appropriate venue (such as the Freeport Public Library).

Upcoming ECWG Meetings

March 8, 2008 – Easter Egg Contest Judging and demonstration of thin wall bowl turning by Tom Lee
April 12, 2008 – Bill Grumbine full day seminar
Bill is an accomplished woodturner and an excellent teacher.  He lives, turns, teaches and works at his home in Kutztown, PA.  He has published many articles in woodturning and woodworking publications, has made several excellent DVDs on bowl turning, teaches at his studio at home, and does many seminars for woodturning clubs like ours.  We are fortunate to get Bill for our April meeting.  I can assure you that it will be one of the best seminars you will attend. Bill will show us how to replicate a spindle turning and the turning of several types of bowls.  

The price for the seminar is $30 for members and $35 for non members. The price includes lunch.
Here are a few examples of the turnings Bill Grumbine has done.  Check out his web site - www.wonderfulwood.com
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May 10, 2008 –  To be announced.
Items of Interest 

David Ellsworth seminar -  Artist, author, and woodturner David Ellsworth will be in New Orleans for a two-day presentation on April 26 & 27, 2008.  More information at www.bayouwoodturners.com
The Johannes Michelsen School of Woodturning – A schedule of courses is available on the new website www.johannesmichelsen.com. This year the school is offering woodhat-turning workshops as well as classes in basic bowl turning.  Graeme Priddle will be a guest instructor in May.  Phone 802-362-3481.
 
For Sale
· Sears Spindle lathe contact Bill Stephenson (850-622-9531
· 48inch Vega Duplicator $750 contact Paul Sherman (850-259-1516)
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128, e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 

Happy Turning
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