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Next Meeting Saturday June 14, 2008   Freeport Community Center  9 am till noon 

June 14, 2008  - Howard Griffen will show us how to make a Rocker Rider toy using the lathe and band saw.  

May 10, 2008  
Chuck Ward President
· Welcomed all.

· Introduced guest Don Jackson from Fort Walton Beach.
· Elections for two members of the board of directors are in June.  It’s crunch time and we still do not have any volunteers to become board members.  At this point Jimmy Neilson and Earnest Nettles volunteered.  The new board members will be voted on at our June meeting.
· Earnest Nettles showed a newspaper article announcing the first meeting of the Emerald Coast Woodturning guild on June 4, 2003.  Bill Stephenson was the demonstrator and the first student was Jimmy Neilson.
· AAW is in need of help at this years annual symposium in Richmond Va.  If any one is interested please contact inquiries@woodturner.org as soon as possible.
· Earnest Nettles went to a meeting sponsored by the county to discuss several pieces of property that have been donated or purchased by the county for the use of the arts.  The meeting was attended by several art groups, ECWG included.  The meeting was a preliminary meeting to see if various art groups would be interested in using the facilities for meetings, etc.  Both properties have problems that need to be resolved. There is another meeting scheduled within the month and Earnest will attend and report back.
· Jimmy Neilson said he had a conversation with Earnest Nettles about looking for a site that ECWG could rent to have meetings and house our equipment.  Earnest has been working on that possibility and has talked to the Owls Head group that will be building a community center at a later date and has shown interest in being a host to ECWG.  Earnest will be looking into other possibilities and will keep the members informed.
· Chuck mentioned that James McClure, who was one of our all day demonstrators several months ago, was in a juried art show being held at Okaloosa Walton College in Niceville over the next few months. James entered three turned pieces which are being shown. One earned third prize.

· Chuck Ward said he had the items from the Easter contest that were displayed at the Freeport Library for members to pick up.  Several members mentioned that there were other libraries in the area that have displays.  Chuck Evans said he would check the Niceville library and report back next month.
Gallery   
Jimmy Neilson showed several bowls, one of Canadian maple burl that he finished with beeswax he purchased in Canada.  The second bowl was of cherry that he had asked Bill Grumbine how could he see all the scratches before he started finishing . Bill told him to put mineral spirits on the bowl and the scratches would be easily seen.  Jimmy went back to his shop and put on mineral oil vs. mineral spirits.  The third bowl was turned from a piece of box elder that was completely turned with a 5/8 gouge except for a parting tool.   Tom Lee showed a thin walled bowl.  It was very thin and used the techniques Tom showed at one of our demonstration sessions. He also showed a jig he made for a little over six dollars to measure the depth of a bowl or hollow form using a laser. The depth gage was made out of 3 pieces of scrap wood, two metal rods, two wedges made from wooden dowels, and a laser pointer he picked up at Office Max for $6.  One piece of wood was a base that would sit on the lathe bed, another piece of wood was attached vertically to the end of the piece that sits on the lathe. This piece was drilled in several places at a height equal to the height from the bed to the center line of the drive i.e. 5 inches for a 10 inch swing and 8 inches for a lathe with a 16 inch swing.   There were several holes drilled in the same direction as the first at heights that were above the top of bowls when on the lathe.  One rod would be placed in the centerline hole for the particular lathe used and the other at a hole higher than the top edge of the bowl.  The top rod had the third piece of wood at the end to hold the laser pointer.  The jig would be placed on the lathe bed with the vertical portion at the tail stock end and moved until it meets the bowl edge.  The bottom rod is pushed into the bowl indicating the bottom of the inside of the bowl.  There were the holes drilled perpendicular to and slightly above the previously drilled holes.  These are used to insert the dowel rod wedges to hold the metal rod in position.  The jig would be removed and the laser would be turned on and indexed so the laser dot is at the end of the rod that measured the bowl inside depth. The jig would than be replaced in the position used for measuring the inside depth.  The laser dot will show the inside bowl depth on the outside of the bowl.  This can be marked with a pencil.   Paul Sherman showed a bowl of popcorn wood he had turned and carved.  He wanted to show that popcorn could have a nice look..  If it is turned shortly after cutting, it will be white in color, if let to dry before turning, it will become darker in color.  One word of caution, some people get an allergic rash when turning popcorn.  Al Christopher showed a bowl made of black gum which was a copy of a John Jordon Bowl. It was carved with raised lines coming from top to bottom spaced several inches apart.  The portion between the lines was textured using a $15 engraving tool using the blunt end of the tip. Al said it was time consuming taking about an hour to texture between one section between two lines. He also had turned a ball that was inspired by a letter holder that Keith Knight’s grandfather had made.  Keith Knight showed a nut cracker that he turned from cocobolo in the shape of a shallow platter.  The cracking portion was made of brass where the nut is placed between a screw and a fixed point.  The screw portion was turned with a small brass ships wheel.  He also showed a letter holder made by his grandfather made of a shallow base with a curved track around the center.  Two balls were on the track and were sized that they would remain on opposite sides of the track.  Letters would be placed between the two balls.  Jim Stokes had challenged Jimmy Nielson to see who could come up with the weirdest turned piece.  Jim showed his which was in the shape of a sling shot with wire wrapped around the handle.  He said that there can be no kinks or bends in the wire.  If there are they will show up as spaces between the wraps.  Someone suggested using a slinky instead of the wire.  To add weight to the base Jim melted down some tire balance weights and added it to the base.  Earnest Nettles had a friend who had a spinning wheel that one of the pieces that held the wheel on had been lost in a move.  She was unable to find a replacement and wondered whether Earnest could make one.  He took up the challenge and started turning one.  He had it all finished and needed to drill a hole in the center.  When he brought up the tail stock and touched the wood, the top finial broke off.  Earnest ended up making four tries before he was able to make one that worked.  It was an interesting learning experience.
Another interesting gallery.   All galleries give us food for thought.  Keep bringing them in even if the piece is one that went wrong.  All are great and add to our knowledge base.
Demonstration by Al Christopher on using a router and jigs to enhance the artistry of  turnings. 
We all have seen Al’s turnings with carved handles and interesting embellishments shown at our galleries.  Today he showed us the techniques to accomplish these pieces.  The first demonstration he showed was how he made a wood copy of a turpentine clay pot.  The pot looked similar to a clay flower pot with a lip on the outside of the top going straight down for about  2 inchs or less then tapered to the bottom.  There were 70 grooves going from top to bottom around the outside. He had pre turned a wooden piece the shape of the pot with an allowance to cut in grooves. He attached a jig to his lathe that consisted of two plywood sides, two plywood tracks, a router sled, and a large indexing wheel with 70 notches around the circumference.  The two side panels were bolted to the lathe.  The two tracks were made up of a strip of plywood with a hardwood runner on one side.  The side panels had holes drilled to accept screws to hold the tracks.  The tracks were attached to the side panels with the hardwood tracks facing each other.  The sled was made of plywood and held the router so that it would be centered to the lathes centerline when viewed from above.  The tracks were set to a level to be slightly above the top of the largest diameter of the turned pot. The indexing wheel was attached to the drive end of the lathe with a face plate and had a piece fixed to the lathe bed with a simple wedge that would engage the notches in the wheel.  The wheel had a hole in the center that allowed a drive spur to be attached to the head stock.  Once the jig was attached to the lathe, Al placed the turned pot between centers, and engaged the wedge into the starting notch in the indexing wheel. He had placed a plunge router in the sled which he placed on the tracks.  The sled would follow a plane parallel to the lathe bed.  The plunge depth of the lathe was set so that the bottom of the bit would be extended to the bottom of the groove to be cut on the lip of the pot. He turned on the router and routed one groove, indexed the wheel to the second notch, and cut another groove.  He stopped after several grooves were cut and said he wouldn’t bore us to finish all 70 grooves.  To make the grooves on the tapered portion he had placed another set of screw holes in the side panels to accommodate cutting the angle required for the tapered portion of the pot.  He reattached the tracks to the correct holes in the side panels.  Set the indexing wheel to the zero notch and started cutting the grooves into the tapered section. He would do any clean up with files. The jig and the finished pot are shown on the left.
The next demonstration Al showed how to make a turning with a handle.  He had previously turned a blank that would be a coffee cup with a pedestal bottom, a cup with straight sides, and a single handle.   The turning starting from the base, had the pedestal formed, a short stem and the coffee cup form up to where the handle would begin. From there on up to the top of where the handle would be was left at a radius equal to the outside tip of the handle. From the top of the handle to the top of the cup was cut to the size of the cup.  The jig he had for this was similar to the first jig only requiring the router to cut away all the waste around cup leaving a slice sticking on the side the size of the handle.  He then showed with the same techniques how to cut grooves in the top of the pedestal by using a sled that was able to pivot the router to make the groove.  Once all the routing was done he removes the piece from the lathe and carved the handle and sanded everything smooth.  

The two demonstration pieces he did used straight cuts which made the jig tracks fairly simple.  Al showed us what he would do if the piece he was making was curved.  He would draw a picture of the curve required and transfer it to a piece hardwood or particle board, cut it out on the band saw and smooth it out with a rasp. This piece would be used to make the rails
Al said he enjoys figuring out the design and making the jigs as much as turning and carving the piece.

We thank Al for his great demonstration, hospitality for using his shop, and for the fish fry lunch he provided that was enjoyed by all. 
Upcoming ECWG Meetings

· June 14, 2008 –   Making a Rocker Rider toy by Howard Griffen.  
Items of Interest 

· Dave Preston has found some interesting wood web sites that you may want to check out.

· http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com/woodturning-education-articles.html
http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com/woodturning-tips.html
· Congratulations to David Triick upon his election to the Board of Directors of
Santa Rosa Beach Golf Club.

· The Arizona Woodturner's Association will hold its third Desert Woodturning
Roundup on February 6, 7 & 8, 2009 at the Mesa Convention Center, Mesa, AZ.  For
details please go to: www.desertwoodturningroundup.com

For Sale
· 100 gallon propane tank half full $75.  Contact Chuck Evans 850-259-2458
· FREE firewood, oak, cut-to-length, one to two pickup loads.  Contact Tom Lee 850-835-1820
· Shopsmith, good condition with extras.  Contact Tom Barnes 850-897-0806 for details and pricing
· Sears Spindle lathe contact Bill Stephenson at (850-622-9531)
· 48inch Vega Duplicator $750 contact Paul Sherman (850-259-1516)
· 10' x 10' craft tent made by Newton display products in Ft Myers, Fl.  There are two sets of weights and a set of stakes that screw into the ground.  It is in good condition $499.00.  Newton Display Products sold out to the Flourish Co. in 2005.  Contact Dennis Smith 850-769-5486.
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128, e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 

Happy Turning
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