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P.O. Box 1136, Freeport, FL 32439

Newsletter - vol.6 no.12– December 2008


Next Meeting Saturday December 13, 2008   Freeport Community Center 10 am till noon or a little later 

Pot Luck Christmas Party for members and members’ significant others.
November 8, 2008
Earnest Nettles President, Announcements
· Welcomed members and guests and introduced himself as the president of the Emerald Coast Woodturners Guild...
· Members and Guests, if you haven’t already, please see Bill Nall and sign the attendance list.

· He was very proud of the size and quality of this month’s gallery.  It shows how members are progressing over the years.  Remember that the Gallery is an instrument for all of us to learn and help other members.

· AAW would like to increase its membership and has asked all of the AAW chapters to encourage all members who are not AAW members to join.   AAW is a world wide organization of woodturners.  Once a year they have a symposium where members from all over the world present seminars and demonstrations on woodturning techniques. At this symposium they have a members gallery where one can see the works of woodturners world wide.  They publish a list of AAW members and chapters that could direct a woodturner to chapter member wherever you may be.  There are several additional items alone that are well worth the fee for joining.  AAW publishes a magazine four times a year, soon to be six times a year, with articles on woodturnig including many on techniques.  AAW covers all its’ members with a liability policy that protects members while turning before a group.  If you haven’t joined, do so it’s well worth it.

· Walton County has designated the Cultural Arts Association (CAA) as the Local Art Agency for Walton County.  CAA will be the funnel to the State and local government for the various Art Organizations in the county; this could have some beneficial effects for ECWG.  . Earnest has been in meetings with CAA and other Art Entities in the County and will keep us informed on the final outcome.  CAA sponsors several art shows around the county where ECWG could participate.  This would be a good way of letting people of the area know about ECWG.
· After today’s meeting we will be opening the January Lyle Jamieson seminar to non members.  As of the last count there are 29 members who have signed up and paid for the seminar.  We will be offering several spots to the Dothan and Pensacola clubs.  Jimmy Neilson will be making Barbeque Brisket for the lunch on the January 17th and we will have cold cut sandwiches on the 18th.  Lyle will start with the basics on Saturday morning getting into techniques on Saturday afternoon and Sunday.  Anyone who has ever seen Lyle give seminars will tell you that he does an excellent job of teaching and demonstrating techniques.  He will also have some DVD and tools for sale at the seminar.  
· Earnest has been looking around for another meeting room and a place to store our equipment.  He is looking at a 1500 sq foot facility for storage of equipment behind the new shops on the south side of 20 just West of 331 South.
· The owner of the facility mentioned above would also like to have a display for several weeks in January or February where artist of the area can show their art.  ECWG and the Quilting guild were both asked to participate. 
· Several people have asked questions about sharpening tools.  Earnest found an article in Wood Magazine on tool sharpening and gouge profiles.  He made copies and are available from him.
· We have a CD available from a Mr. Crabtree of West Virginia showing a new hollowing jig and tools he has for sale. It is available should you wish to look at it.
· Tom Lee has some updates to the article in Woodturning Design on making pens with brass cartridges and Earnest will make copies and send it out in an email.  Tom also had available cartridges.
· Fred Holder has mailing a newsletter for some time.  The newsletter has grown to 40 pages and will now be available on the web. The site is <www.morewoodturning.net>, select More Woodturning magazine. 
· Earnest has gotten a copy of the catalog from Mohawk supplies mentioned in Darold Smith’s demonstration last month.
· Earnest has put together a booklet of plans from magazines and our demonstrators.  It is available for members use.
· Earnest has a book with copies of most of the newsletters.  He is missing some of the first six issues if anyone has one contact Earnest. 
· Freeport Councilman Mike Helton passed away this week.  He was a good friend of ECWG and will be missed.
· The Christmas party will be in place of our regular meeting next month.  It will start at 10 am and go through lunch.  It will be a time for our members to bring their spouses.  The party will be semi pot lock with ECWG supplying the main course meat and members bringing salad, veggies, fruit salad, chips, baked beans, desert, and drinks.  There will a gift exchange where each person who wishes to participate will bring in either a woodtuning or item related to woodturning with a value in the $25 range.  The package should be wrapped with no name on it.  The person bringing the present will receive a number and the present will be placed on the table.  When time comes for the gift exchange the ticket numbers will be called out and the person will pick up any present on the table except the one brought.  
Demonstration by our own Owen Toon – Turning of Birdhouse Ornaments
Owen said he learned most of his techniques for turning bird houses from a book by Dick Sing called “Dick Sing Turns Miniature Birdhouses” ISBN: 0-7643-0359-7 Published by Schiffer Publishing Company.
The bird house is made of four sections of wood, a body, roof with finial, bottom finial, and a perch.  If you like you can purchase a small bird to sit on the perch from craft shops such as Hobby Lobby or Michaels. The method Owen used requires making two mandrels, one for the body and another for the roof.  The size of the blanks depends upon the size of ornament you wish to make.  It looked like the blank he used for the body was about 2 inches square by 2 to 2 ½ inches long.  The roof was the about the same size.  The bottom finial was about 2 inches long and square enough so that when rounded will be slightly larger that the max diameter of your finial design.  The mandrel used for the body was made from a block of wood about 2 inches square by 2 ½ to 3 inches long. (Owen mentioned he differs with author of the book and does not locate and drill the ¼ inch hole for the opening or 1/8 inch or less hole for the perch at this time)  1)First, check to see which end of the body block will be the bottom.  2) He placed a four way chuck on the lathe and secured the bottom end of the block to the chuck . 3) He rounded the block to a diameter slightly larger than the max diameter of the design for the body getting as close as possible to the bottom end.  4) Once done he drilled a 1 inch diameter hole about 3/4 inch deep into the bottom (Owen accomplished this by placing a Jacobs chuck in the tail stock and by first using a ½ inch forstner bit to drill the hole followed by a 1 inch bit for the final diameter)   5)  He than placed a ¾ inch forstner bit in the Jacobs chuck and drilled another hole about 1 ½ inches deep.  These concentric holes serve to hollow out the part of the body to decrease weight and a method for using the body mandrel as a jam chuck.  The dimensions shown for the body block, body mandrel, and drilled holes depend on your design for the body.  6)  The next step would be to finish turning  the body design starting from the top and proceeding as close as you can to the chuck. (See Fig. 1)   7)  Sand the finished portion of the body and remove it from the chuck and lathe.  8)  Place the block for body mandrel into the headstock of the lathe, top of the body onto the mandrel, and bring up the tail stock with a live center contacting the bottom of the body. See figure 2.   9)  Finish turning the bottom of the body leaving about a 3/8 inch diameter extension at the bottom that will become a pedestal for the bottom finial.  This may be a good time to drill the holes for the opening and the perch.    10)  Sand and put a finish on the body.  11)  Part the 3/8” extension leaving enough for a small pedestal for the bottom finial, and enough wall thickness to drill a 3/16” diameter hole to accept the tenon of the finial which will be made later.   12)  Place a Jacobs chuck with a 3/16” drill in the tail stock and drill the hole in the bottom of the body.  ¼ inch depth should be adequate. 13)  Remove the body and body mandrel from the lathe and place the roof block into the chuck.  14)  The top of the roof will be at the drive end.  Start turning the roof, starting with the edge which is at the bottom and turning towards the top for about ½ inch.  15)  The next step is to turn an inset tenon on the bottom of the roof to match the ¾ inch diameter opening in the top of the body.  The inset tenon is needed so the bottom of the roof extends beyond the top of the body.   16)  Once the inset tenon and the inside wall to match the tenon is completed, you can either hollow out a portion of the tenon by using a drill or with a gouge.  17)  Next turn as much of the outside of the roof as possible. (fig 3) 18)  Remove the partially finished roof block from the chuck and place the mandrel block in the chuck an turn the mandrel as shown in Fig. 4  19  Turn the partially turned roof around so that the bottom of the block fits on the roof mandrel.  Bring the tail stock with a live center up to the portion of the roof  block that was attached to the chuck and finish the outside roof and finial leaving enough stock at the top of the finial to continue turning, sanding, and finishing. Fig. 5   20)  Once the finish is done finish the top of the finial parting it from the remaining unturned portion of the block.  Hand sand the very top and apply a finish.  21)   Remove the roof mandrel from the chuck and replace the existing jaws with pin jaws.  22)  Place the bottom finial block into the pin jaws and tighten.   Begin turning the bottom finial from the tail stock end to the drive end, finishing with a 3/16” tenon to attach it to the bottom of the body.  Sand and apply a finish.  23)     Drill a small hole at the top of the top finial in the roof to attach a small eye hook to attach a hanger.   24)  Place a small piece of wood  ½ inch square by about 2 inches and make a perch equal to the diameter of the hole drilled for it in the body.  Sand and finish the perch    25)  Glue the roof to the top of the body, the bottom finial to the bottom of the body , the perch into the hole in the body, and if you wish attach a small bird to the perch.   See Fig. 6 for the finished birdhouse.
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Gallery
Jimmy Neilson  brought in several turnings. The first was a persimmon bowl he made from a piece of wood he got from Al Christopher. There were also three pieces he entered into the member’s tent at the Destin Art Festival.  One was a large free form turning with a bowl turned in the center made of a willow burl that was so large (over 33 inches in diameter) that it had to be turned on Al Christopher’s very large lathe.  When it was done Al’s wife thought it looked like a snail and called it  “Escargot:”  The second was a free form with a shallow bowl in the center made from a walnut root he got in Tennessee.  The Third was a hollow form made from a piece of river birch which won first prize out of over 60 people in the members tent.  Al Christopher brought in a large platter from a piece of camphor he purchased at the Georgia Woodturners Symposium.  He liked the grain pattern of the wood and when finished the grain pattern on the inside of the platter looks like an Indian Princess. He also showed a gourd shaped hollow form made from a local sycamore tree that was cut down several months ago. Tom Lee showed a persimmon bowl and let all know that he had empty cartridge shells available for pens..  Earnest Nettles  showed several ornaments made of wood and shells.  While he was making one his 8 year old niece came into his workshop and told him she really liked the one he was working on.  Earnest said that she could have it when he was finished.  She said, “No don’t give it to me until I’m 21”.  Earnest has purchased an acrylic case to put it in.  Bill Ledbetter brought in a bowl with two handles which was the second or third piece he made after he got his lathe. He also brought in a bowl that had cracks in it and he was not sure what to do with it.  The audience said it depends what he will use it for, it can be left alone, filled with brass fillings, coffee grinds, epoxy, sanding dust from the piece.  He also brought in a piece that had inlayed diamond shapes that went from the outside to the inside. It was a very nice piece.  Tom Odum had turned a segmented bowl to see if he could do it. It was a nice bowl finished with a several coats of epoxy finish.  He applied the finish and placed it on a 6 rpm lathe he had made that allowed the finish to dry evenly.  He said that he found segmented turning was not as hard as he thought once he got into it and found it fun to do.  Chuck Evans showed three bird houses he made of wood and two from sea urchins.  Harry Wheeler   showed four hot air balloon ornaments he made, one from solded wood, and others from blocks fabricated with different color woods glued together.   As usual they were done well.  Charlie Thompson brought in 7 bottle stoppers of various woods and various types of stoppers.  Bill Nall has been busy turning various items and visiting Ashville and  the Vanderbilt mansion.  He talked to the woodworker and black smith who told him about a place to get wood near where Bill was staying.  The name of the company is Carmark International and the website is www.carmarkint.com .  Bill had several copies of Their price list. Bill bought a few dollars worth of wood to take home.  He also showed a tool that is very good for rough turning. The tip is carbide and had a square tip that could be used on all sides.  He said it did a great job clearing out wood fast.  He also showed a bowl that had a blow out in it and was repaired, a wood covered jar lid, what he called a floating bowl, natural edge bowl, bird houses with cedar tops and pecan bottoms.  He also brought in some test pieces of wood that had birds drawn on them with a burning tool, he will eventually use on the tops of the jar lids.  Howard Griffen  brought in two River Birch bowls that he had just turned and two letter openers turned and carved of Osage orange.  The letter openers were made of two sections, a handle and letter opener of one piece of wood, and a separate wood cover housing the letter opener.  Paul Sherman brought in a covered bowl in the shape of an acorn. The top was turned and carved with a reciprocating carving tool to give the same appearance of the acorn top. He also brought in a large ships wheel he made from Spanish cedar.  The outside ring was done in sections with a router.  The remaining portion the spokes and center piece were turned.  Dave Rogers showed a 121 piece segmented bowl of curly maple and African padauk.  Dave has been turning for only 1 year.  Good work Dave.

Thanks to all our members who participated in the Gallery.  All did a fine job. 
Pictures of the gallery are on separate sheets for those who get mailed copies and a separate email for those that receive their copy be email.   
Upcoming ECWG Meetings

· December 13, 2008  Pot Luck Christmas Party.
· January 17, 18, 2009 – two day seminar by Lyle Jamieson.
· February 14, 2009
- Harry Wheeler – will show us how to do inside out turning.
Items of Interest 

· Bill Grumbine turnings will be auctioned at the Pot Luck Christmas Party in December.
· The Arizona Woodturner's Association will hold its third Desert Woodturning Roundup on February 6, 7 & 8, 2009 at the Mesa Convention Center, Mesa, AZ.  For details please go to: www.desertwoodturningroundup.com
· Florida Woodturning Symposium – January 10-12, 2009 at Lake Yale Baptist Convention Center near Eustis, FL for information check their web site at  www.floridawoodturningsymposium.com

For Sale

· Craftsman  band saw. Two speed, 80 inch blade, 27 x 23 table, fence, extra blades.  $150 contact Bill Bridge 850-897-5362
· 100 gallon propane tank half full $75.  Contact Chuck Evans 850-259-2458
· Shopsmith, good condition with extras.  Contact Tom Barnes 850-897-0806 for details and pricing
· 48inch Vega Duplicator $750 contact Paul Sherman 850-259-1516
· Delta 12 1/2 " thickness planner $125 Contact Charles Toner at 380-0609


If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128, e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 

I was out of town for the October meeting and would like to thank Earnest Nettles for supplying information on the announcements, Bob Flexner’s book, and the finishing suppliers and the Gallery. I would also like to thank Bill Stephenson for the write up on Darold Smiths lecture. 

Happy Turning Mike D’Autilia
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