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Next Meeting Saturday April 12, 2008   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

April 12, 2008  - All day Seminar by Bill Grumbine 

Due to the good financial condition of The Emerald Coast Woodturning Guild, the Board of Directors has decided that the Bill Grumbine all day seminar scheduled for April 12, 2008 will be FREE to current club members.  Those that have already paid will receive a full refund.

Non members of our club will be charged $35.00 and that cost will include lunch.
Please let me or one of the Board of Directors know if you plan to attend so that we can have sufficient food available for lunch.

March Meeting

Chuck Ward President 

· Welcomed members.

· Welcomed Guests Connie Wheeler and Paul Pagos (not sure of the last name)
· Don Pencil Woodturning is offering AAW club members 20% off thru February 2008 with 15% starting in March.  You can contact them at  WWW.DONPENCIL.COM  714-709-3281 
· David Elsworth will be giving a two-day seminar in the New Orleans area on April 26 & 27, 2008.  More information at www.bayouwoodturners.com. The seminar is limited to 100 participants.

· Georgia Association of Woodturners will be having their annual Symposium at the Unicoi State Park in Helen, GA. Copies of their brochure are available on the table in the back of the room.  Members Al Christopher and Jim Reese have attended in previous years and recommend it highly.  Information on the Symposium can be obtained on their web site at www.gawooturner.org .  The site of the symposium is not too far from the John Campbell Folk School and it is well worth taking a day to visit the school.

· Received an e-mail from James McClure a few days ago about a hotel reservation at the AAW National Symposium in Richmond that is available over the next few days.  Garry Jacobson from Pensacola has made room reservation at the same hotel and will not be able to attend.  He will have to cancel the room within the next few days. Anyone interested let Chuck know.

· Bill Stephenson brought in some information and registration for the Utah Symposium in Provo, Utah where Craft Supplies is located.  It is a smaller AAW Symposium. 
· Bill Stephenson showed a catalog from Woodworkers Supply that is available at www.pro.woodworker.com, and if you register as a professional, you will get a discount on any orders from them. They also sent a DVD about a new Woodtech lathe.
· John Drury mentioned that Penn State Industries will send a free Pen Turning DVD for the asking. You can call or contact them on their web site for the DVD.  They will send the DVD and a coupon for a discount on your first order.
· Bill Grumbine will be coming down from Pennsylvania and will give a full day demonstration of his techniques for bowl and spindle turning on April 12, 2008.  The price will be $30 for members and $35 for non members. Bill also mentioned that he has cut down a silver maple and an English walnut tree and can cut some blanks and bring them with him if anyone would like some.  Chuck questioned him on the price of the blanks and he said he would cut: a 12x4” bowl blank for $15, a 6x3” bowl blank for $6, a 4x4x6” blank for $8, a 6x6x8” blank for $10.  If anyone wants blanks, let Chuck know the size and quantity after the meeting. See more information below.
· Chuck and Bill Nall asked for a hand count of people interested in attending Bill Grumbine’s demonstration.  Twenty raised their hands.
· Chuck mentioned that there was a lot of wood available for the taking at Earnest Hand’s home.

· The membership voted on the Easter Egg contest.  First place went to Harry Wheeler for an egg made of plywood with inlayed strips crisscrossing at an angle to the plywood layers. Second place went to Owen Toon with Third place to Howard Griffen.

· Chuck presented Howard Griffen with a plaque making him an Honorary Member.
· Chuck called on Jim Reese to auction off the pieces that were donated to the club from George McClure’s demonstration last month.

Gallery
Jimmy Stokes showed a real eggshell he had embellished by drilling a design on the shell with his 300,000 rpm drill (A very delicate job).  Jimmy thought this might make good Christmas tree ornaments.  Al Christopher brought in two turnings: one a hollow form made of California Buckeye which he says is a very soft wood and required some glue to hold it together.  It was finished with lacquer.   Al said that since his wood turnings were not that good he decided to try pottery for a second piece.  Al brought out a copy of an olive jar with handles used on the Nile river that was a copy of a piece of pottery that belongs to Keith Knight. The piece was 12 to 18 inches tall and he said that it was still not completely hardened and not to pick it up by the handles.  Actually Al had turned and carved the jar from a piece of magnolia. Keith Knight said Al’s turning looked just like his pottery. Tom Lee  showed a bowl made from African Mahogany that Al Christopher had given him and thought it could be used for a platter.  Tom decided to make it into a shallow bowl with a rolled edge. Jimmy Neilson showed two pieces: the first was a section of a cedar tree made into a bowl complete with several small branches coming out of the sides.  The second was a bowl made from a maple crotch.  The piece showed portions of the main trunk and the two branches.  The original piece was about two to three inches thick. Jimmy had formed a bowl in the center of the crotch with a raised lip.  The rest was turned to between ½ and ¾ of an inch thick.
Can’t say enough about the creativity and execution of the group of pieces shown in this gallery.  

Demonstration by Tom Lee on the technique of turning very thin wall bowls

Tom reviewed precautions which should be followed in turning and the importance of keeping your turning tools sharp.  Tom uses a ½ inch bowl gouge for most of the turning of the bowl.   He started by placing a bowl blank of green magnolia between centers with the face that will be the inside of the bowl on the drive side, rough formed the outside of the bowl, and placed a tenon on the outside bottom to which he would attach a waste block.  The face of the tenon was turned so that it was slightly concave to insure a flat fit with the waste block. The piece was removed from the lathe and the knob removed. He had a face plate attached to a dry hardwood waste block about 2 -3 inches long. To insure a flat fit with face plate and tenon on the bowl blank each face had been turned slightly concave. The depth of the concave portion should be about 1/16 of an inch near the center.  The face of Tom’s face plate is solid with a small hole drilled into the center. The hole in the waste block was centered with the hole in the face plate.  Tom took a drill bit set in a tool handle and placed a dimple in the approximate center of the tenon in the bottom of the bowl blank.  He next used a straight piece of wire to center the face plate waste block combination to the bowl blank tenon using the dimple placed earlier as an index.  The waste block can be used as a template to draw a circle on the tenon if needed.  The waste block happened to be the same diameter as the tenon in the bowl blank so he removed the face plate waste block from the tenon, placed a continuous bead of thick CA glue in a circle near the outside of the tenon on the bowl blank, spayed accelerator on the concave face of the waste block, re-centered the waste block to the bowl blank, pressed the two pieces firmly together, and held them in place for about 5 minutes.  He then placed the bowl blank on the lathe using the face plate.  He finished the outside of the bowl.  Once the outside of the bowl was finished, the inside of the bowl was started. The technique that Tom used is described in a DVD by Lyle Jamieson called “Bowl Basics The Easy Way”.  Basically the technique is to begin hollowing out the bowl by the normal method of starting a push cut about an inch or two from the center and cutting towards the center.  Use a series of these cuts until the wall thickness of the bowl is about ¾ to 1 inch.  He then measured the thickness of the wall from top to bottom to make sure it was even.  If not, a few more shallow cuts would be used to even out the wall.  The next step is to set the bevel of the gouge even with the outside of the bowl.  Make a shallow cut following the curve of the bowl about 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 inches long. Continue going deeper into the wall thickness, starting from the top edge of the bowl until the wall thickness is about double the desired thickness.  Each cut should be slightly shorter in length than the previous.  During this process Tom did a lot of sharpening.  The wall thickness though the cut length should be checked after every cut to insure a constant thickness.  Re-sharpen the gouge and make a finish cut and check the wall thickness and consistency.  The wall thickness should end up about 1/8 of an inch or a little less.  The next step is to follow the same procedure making another set 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 inch length cuts except for the last few cuts. This time let the bottom edge of the bevel ride on the wall previously finished.  Raise the bevel until the gouge just starts cutting and then finish cut the next section.  Continue this until the bowl is complete.  Tom had a problem with his face plate.  The threads were not long enough for the face plate to seat on the drive shaft causing a wobble of the bowl after a few cuts.  He ended up using a four way chuck attached directly to the tenon of the bowl.  Since the wood was green and soft it was difficult to stop the wobble after several cuts.  Bill Grumbine in our April 12th seminar will use many of the same techniques. 
Upcoming ECWG Meetings

April 12, 2008 – Bill Grumbine full day seminar
Bill is an accomplished woodturner and an excellent teacher.  He lives, turns, teaches and works at his home in Kutztown, PA.  He has published many articles in woodturning and woodworking publications, has made several excellent DVDs on bowl turning, teaches at his studio at home, and does many seminars for woodturning clubs like ours.  We are fortunate to get Bill for our April meeting.  I can assure you that it will be one of the best seminars you will attend. Bill will show us how to replicate a spindle turning and the turning of several types of bowls.  

The price for the seminar is free for members and $35 for non members. The price includes lunch.

Here are a few examples of the turnings Bill Grumbine has done.  Check out his web site - www.wonderfulwood.com
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May 10, 2008 –  To be announced.
Items of Interest 

David Ellsworth seminar - Artist, author, and woodturner David Ellsworth will be in New Orleans for a two-day presentation on April 26 & 27, 2008.  More information at www.bayouwoodturners.com
The Johannes Michelsen School of Woodturning – A schedule of courses is available on the new website www.johannesmichelsen.com. This year the school is offering woodhat-turning workshops as well as classes in basic bowl turning.  Graeme Priddle will be a guest instructor in May.  Phone 802-362-3481.
For Sale
· Sears Spindle lathe contact Bill Stephenson at (850-622-9531)
· 48inch Vega Duplicator $750 contact Paul Sherman (850-259-1516)
· A Delta DL 70 variable speed long bed lathe with a 16 inch swing above the ways and capable of turning 30 inches for $750. A Delta Midi lathe with an extension and stand $250.  Contact Owen Toon (850-271-1033)  

If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128, e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 

Happy Turning
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