September 2007 ECWG Newsletter



P.O. Box 1136, Freeport, FL 32439

Newsletter - vol.5 no.9 -  September 2007

Next Meeting Saturday September 8, 2007   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. to noon 
Harry Wheeler - will be showing us how to turn goblets
August Meeting
Ron Ferreira opened the meeting.
· Welcomed all to the meeting

· Reminded the members that if they have not paid their dues for 2007 please do.

· If you haven’t, joining AAW is well worth it.
· There is a lot of wood for the wood raffle donated by, Ron Ferreira,Dennis Smith, Max McHaney, and Jimmy Neilson. Bill Stephenson also donated some workshop aprons.  There is more wood in Jimmy Neilson’s truck.
· The Freeport Library has either lost or misplaced the CD’s we have given to them.  We will try to straighten this out.  Someone from the audience asked whether we could get the library to loan the CD’s for a month verses one week.

· We will have an all day seminar on October 13th by James McClure of the Pensacola Woodturning Club.  James is an accomplished turner and is a wood turning instructor at Woodcraft in Mobile.  James will be teaching us how to make several styles of bowls and sharpening skills.  The price will be $25 for members and $30 for non members.  The price for the seminar includes lunch.  James will be showing the attendees how to make flat rim open bowls, flat rim closed bowls with a round bottom, and natural edge bowls with a round bottom.  He will also discuss form and shape, sharpening techniques, and the use of negative rake scraping techniques for use in bowl turning.  If there is time he will turn a box.
· Ron announced that he will be moving from the area in September.  He said he learned from all and appreciated all the support of the members in his tenure as President. He will be moving to Tennessee and will have a heated and air conditioned shop. The board will be deciding who will be the Guild President for the remainder of the year.
· We need demonstrators for January and after. Sign up.  Remember you must be a member of AAW to demonstrate as AAW provides its members with liability insurance included in the price of dues.

· Bill Stephenson told the members that Lyle Jamieson is coming to our area in mid January and is available for individual or small group hands on instruction.  Lyle is a well known woodturner and a good teacher. He will need room and board if he gives a hands on seminar. Lyle can be contacted at 231-947-2348 or www.lylejamieson.com .
· Thanks to Jann Smith for bringing in turnovers, Connie Wheeler for sending oatmeal cookies, and Al Christopher for bringing doughnuts from the Doughnut Hole.  They made a great addition to the coffee break.
Member Gallery
Earnest Nettles   showed a bowl in progress. He bought some micro beads from a local craft store which are the size of grains. He mixed the beads with CA glue to fill cracks in the turning. The inserted beads can be turned with no problem with sharp tools. Earnests point was “don’t limit yourself to wood, try new ideas”.
Jimmie Neilson showed three bowls, one of cherry he turned for a 78 year old friend and natural edge bowl made of elm.  While in NC, on a recent trip, Jimmy visited the wood turning studio of Robin Piscitelli, a professional woodturner.  He was impressed with Robin’s turning techniques. Jimmy was inspired to try using what he observed in Robin’s studio on a large cherry burl.  The bowl he turned and showed us was a large natural edge bowl with a hole in the side which he was, rightly, very proud of.  Robin has an web site, www.bigburl.com, which is worth while to visit.  Robin uses Waterlox, a mineral base finish, on all his turnings.  He uses green wood, rough cuts it to shape, coats the outside with Waterlox and sets it away for drying. Jimmy used Waterlox on all the bowls he showed.  He found it easy to use.
Al Christopher showed three pieces he had turned, the apple he had carved at the July demonstration completed with a butterfly carved on one side, a natural edge cup on a natural edge plate all of one piece of turned wood, and an interesting goblet that looked very normal until he turned it around and there was a crack from the top of the bowl portion of the goblet to the base of the bowl.  Al had turned the goblet about a year ago and a crack started immediately.  When the crack finally stop expanding, he decided to enhance the crack, drill holes on each side of the crack, make eyelets out of walnut, and lace up the crack. 
Bill Stephenson  showed a Billy Club his grandfather made in the 60’s or 70’s and a darning egg made in the late 20’s or early 30’s.  Bill showed a darning egg he turned. He also showed a cherry bowl that was a collaborative effort by him and a former student of his.   The finish he used is an old time finish Bill found described in an old copy of Popular Mechanics. He has been using this for many years especially on cherry.  The finish consists of; 1 part drying oil (boiled linseed oil, pure tung oil, or walnut oil, 2 parts marine spar varnish, and 3 parts mineral spirits or turpentine.  Saturate the piece with the mixture and keep it wet for ½ to 1hour.  Keep the piece wet and don’t let any dry spots form.  When the piece will not absorb additional finish, wipe the excess off with a soft cloth.  Let dry for 24 hours and repeat the process.  Old cabinet makers say to apply the finish once a day for a week, once a week for a month, once a month for a year, and once a year for life. Bill says that the mixture can be stored for years as long as it is sealed well.  He suggests buying new paint cans for storage.
A great gallery

  Ron made the comment that the gallery gets better every meeting.  He is amazed at how our members are able be so creative.  
Demonstration –  Ron Ferreira – Hollow Forms
Ron did his first hollow form out of a branch of sycamore he got from Bill Stephenson.  He wanted to see how the wood turned.  He found he liked making hollow forms and has turned many since, in fact he has sent them to family and friends all over the country.  He showed several he has made and described several different forms that can be used.  He stressed safety and the need to use safety equipment.  Ron’s process is: 1) place a piece of wood a little larger than the piece you want to make between centers and round the stock and form a tenon on one end to accept a 4 way chuck. (The additional length is for the tenon and to form the base after the inside is completed)  2) Remove the piece from the lathe, insert the tenon into the chuck, secure the chuck to the drive end of the lathe, and bring up the tail stock to the piece.  3) Form the outside of the hollow form.  4) remove the tail stock and hollow the inside of the bowl using the same method as you would on a bowl. Ron used a bowl gouge for steps 1 thru 4.  (The hollowing of the inside could be started by using a forsner bit.) 5) Ron partially finished the outside bottom of the bowl leaving it attached to the chuck.  6) Sand the outside the normal way. 7) Ron sanded the inside by using a dowel with squares of sandpaper attached to one end. 8) once sanding was complete, Ron used the Liberon finishing system for the finish. 9) He parted the piece from the tenon on the chuck, removed the nub with a knife, and sanded the bottom smooth.  10) the last step is to sign and place some finish on the bottom.  
Thanks Ron for a great demonstration.

Note: The Liberon system uses a liquid combination sealer and polish plus a wax stick. The finish is applied on the lathe. The method they recommend is to sand the piece smooth with 120 grit sandpaper, followed by 220 grit, and finishing with 320 grit for open grain wood, and 400 for close grain wood.  Shake the liquid sealer polish, apply a coat with a pad while the piece is turning progressively increasing pressure to obtain a shine.  The liquid could also be applied generously while the lathe is not turning and allowing it to dry for 10 minutes, than polish with a pad while the lathe is turning.  The wax stick is applied to the wood as the lathe is running using light pressure and moving sideways at a constant rate to apply a thin and even layer of wax.  The wax is then buffed to a shine with the lathe turning at medium to high speed.  As a matter of safety apply and buff with a special safety cloth that does not have long threads and will tear easily. Soft paper towels or paper shop towels work well.
Upcoming ECWG Meetings
September 8, 2007  Harry Wheeler will be showing us how to turn goblets.
October 13, 2007   Seminar by James McClure on bowl turning and sharpening.
November 10, 2007   Owen Toon will demonstrate how to make candle holders.
December 8, 2007 Jimmy Neilson will demonstrate the turning of natural edge bowls.

Items of Interest 

“Turning Southern Style XIII”. September 14-16, 2007 The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW), dedicated to providing education, information and organization to those interested in woodturning, will be presenting its annual symposium, This year’s event will again be held at the Unicoi State Park and Lodge near Helen, Georgia. More information is available at GAW’s website at www.gawoodturner.org or contact Harvey Meyer, Symposium Chairman
The Georgia Association of Woodturners 770 - 671-1080 e-mail him1951@bellsouth.net
Annual Florida Woodturning Symposium Jan 11-13, 2008  The annual symposium will be held at Lake Yale near Eustis, FL.  Check their website http://floridawoodtunringsymposium.com for more information and online registration.

 “Wisdom from woodturners”
“I intend to turn forever..... so far, so good”

If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com  or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 
Happy Turning
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