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Next Meeting Saturday November 10, 2007   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. until noon 
Owen Toon – will show us how to make candle stands.

October Meeting
Chuck Ward – Business portion of the meeting
· Welcomed all to the Meeting
· Reminded the members in the audience to pay their dues if they haven’t done so.
· If you haven’t joined AAW we highly recommend that you do.  The quarterly magazines alone are worth joining.  Your membership also gets you a directory of all the AAW members throughout the world.  It is an invaluable source if you travel.  We hope that all members take advantage of being an AAW member.

· Harry Wheeler announced that they have formed a new woodturning club called the Wiregrass Woodturners.  They already have 11 members.

· Tickets for the raffle will be available at the break.

· The board members will have a quick meeting before lunch.

· Earnest Nettles mentioned that Owls Head development is hosting the Chamber of Commerce meeting on Thursday Oct 25th.   A representative of Owls Head asked whether ECWG members would show some of their turnings either for display or sale.  The meeting will be from 5 pm to 8 pm. This is a good way to show your turnings and get feedback from non turners.
· John Drury asked for help from the members.  Many of the newspaper e-mail addresses the Guild has are wrong or outdated.  He would like the members to check with their local papers to find out the e-mail address they would like us to use for PR.  It would also be helpful to find out how much lead time the newspaper would like from the publication date to the date of submittal. Please send any info you can find to John at:  Drury_John@yahoo.com.
· John also had some catalogs from Penn State Industries and they are available in the back of the room.

· The guild has received some information and a catalog from Hartsville Tools.  In the information Chuck found that club members would get a 20% discount.  Several members mentioned that they have dealt with Hartsville and were well satisfied.

· James McClure, our demonstrator for today’s seminar, mentioned that besides woodturning he has another hobby beekeeping.  The bees are at an uncle’s farm north of Freeport.  James brought in some honey and beeswax from his bees. Some say that consuming honey from the local area decreases your susceptibility to local allergies.   They were for sale on the table in the back of the room. 
· Tom Lee brought in an old box filled with some old cup grinding stones he had.  They were for the taking.
· Charles Evans brought in some books and magazines on scroll sawing.  He said take what you want the rest will be thrown away.
· Mike D’Autilia mentioned that he forgot to place in the newsletter information supplied by Jimmy Neilson on where you could purchase arbor adapters and 3 way switches that could be used with the motors purchased from Tom Lee.  The 5/8 arbor to buffer wheel adaptor can be purchased as PRT203 for $7.99 plus shipping from www.cvfsupplycompany.com .   The 3 way “3PDT” switch can be purchased from www.electronicssurplus.com for $9.00 plus shipping.  Tom Lee had said that the 3 way switch can be purchased from Franks Cash and Carry in Freeport for $14.  Woodcraft also sells a Beall bowl polishing system adaptor at their stores or web site as item 827106.
· Thanks to Al Chistopher for bringing in doughnuts.
Member Gallery

Bill Stephenson – had some information on an international competition sponsored by The Woodturning center.  Its’ theme is dysfunctional but recognizable turnings.  If anyone was interested Bill has the information.  He also brought in several detailing tools that he has made and sells.  Harry Wheeler used some of these tools in last month’s demonstration.  He showed four platters that he had turned and embellished.  Bill gave us a little discussion on platters: Historically, platters are categorized by size, over 12 inches in diameter are platters, 10 – 12 inches are plates, and below 10 inches are saucers.  There are also very small spice platters an inch or so in diameter.  All are fun to make.  Platters, especially those with large diameters, have design and execution problems.  If a platter is placed on its base on a table and the outer rim is perfectly flat and parallel to the table top, the flat rim will appear to droop at the end.  There are two options available, slant the outer rim up a little from the inside to the outside, or exaggerate the droop by curling the edge down.  The other problem is unless the wood used has an exceptional grain pattern, there is a lot of blank surface showing.  This can be taken care of by embellishment.  Bill showed four platters he had completed.  Three had taken care of the blank center with pen and ink drawings, the fourth was done by making designs in the platter by offset turning.  The offset turning had a circular depression cut into one side of the face of the platter that had gold leaf applied to it.  It also had three curved what appeared to be three long arrow points on the opposite side.  Placing drawings or designs on the face of the plate either by paint, ink, carving, or wood burning has its own challenges.  If the plate face is curved a line drawn along the curve will appear foreshortened.  You must take this into account in your drawing.  Wood burning is a great technique but requires lots of skill.  Bill prefers to use pen and ink over wood burning. He uses archival ink pens made by Micron. They come in multiple colors and point sizes.  They are available at most craft stores. Bill was asked how gold leaf is applied.  He said very carefully.  The part to be gold leaf must first be painted with a red color (Bill uses red acrylic paint). Once dry the painted section must be coated with a sizing compound.  The sizing compound must dry for a certain period of time.  Once the sizing is ready for the application of the gold leaf it must be completed within another period of time.  This is specified on the sizing container.  The gold leaf is picked up by a special squirrel brush and carefully placed on the wood.  Another specialized squirrel brush is used to conform the gold to the piece.  The gold leaf can be left this way or burnished with a special tool to make it shine and very smooth.  Gold leaf can be purchased in different qualities.  Bill recommends using 22 carat gold, 24 carat is too soft, any gold below 22 is too hard.  Gold leaf is very expensive, it pays to keep all the scraps.  Bill cautions to make sure that all fans, air conditioning, or heating is off when doing gold leaf or you will have gold particles blowing around in your shop.
Earnest Nettles – Saw the article in the AAW  magazine by Bob Rosand on Christmas Ornaments made from sea urchins.  Earnest decided to try turning icicle ornaments with sea urchins as the ball.  He had several at home and went to his shop and made three of them.  Someone he had shown them to said they would like to buy one and Earnest decided he better go find some more sea urchins.  He found a sea shell store in Panama City and bought about 25 more sea urchins. The urchins range in size from the diameter of a half dollar to 6 inches.  The large size sells for $9.  He showed three that he made each with a different style and wood.  The sea urchins are very fragile and require a ceramic hardener to make them more durable.
Howard Griffen  - was inspired by a poem about “an owl and a pussy that went to sea in a pea green boat”, and he turned a little green boat and placed a little owl and cat in it.  The owl was made by his wife Helen and the cat was purchased. The boat was circular with a round bottom. This type of boat was used by the Scottish and English to cross Rivers. This type of design is very difficult to turn over but feels unstable when trying to get in. (This design we will see again in today’s seminar.) Howard then honored us with reciting the poem.  
Harry Wheeler – Last month Harry, in his demonstration, showed us how to turn a goblet and inlay decorative rings into the goblet.  He took the goblet he had turned home and finished it and brought it in for us to see.  He also showed a bowl that came from one of the blanks Dennis Smith had donated to our monthly raffle. The blank was dated 1997. Harry said that it looks like Dennis starts lots of bowls and never finishes them.  Several other members have made bowls from blanks donated by Dennis who always asks to see the bottom to see whether Smith is included in the signature.  Harry said the only way he knows how to spell Smith is W-H-E-E-L-E-R.  Harry did sign it Smith and Wheeler and gave it to Dennis. 
Al Christopher – Showed a turned and carved soup bowl he had entered into Georgia Woodturners and won second prize.  He couldn’t understand how that happened as he had looked at all the entries and found only one that was worse than his. The bowl was made out of Mahogany with carved handles and included a lid with a handle on top.  Al also showed a briar wood hallow form that started out to be a large briar pipe but he ran out of wood.  He also showed a hollow form made from unknown wood.  He won the wood in one of our raffles and it was wrapped up in plastic wrap but was not identified.  He wanted to know if anyone remembers who brought it in and what wood it was.  It required lots of epoxy for stabilization.  Al prefers to use epoxy glue vs. CA glue as it is softer and penetrates better.

Dennis Smith -  Dennis was wearing a t-shirt he had which showed a skeleton woodturning with the printed saying “ I’ll be woodturning in my grave”.  A lady tapped him on the shoulder and asked him if she good read the saying on the t-shirt. She read the saying, tapped him on the shoulder, and said “God Bless You”.  He showed a wand he had made out of piece a 100 year old pine from an old barn that Max McHaney had brought in.  He likes to make turnings from old wood.  He also has a piece of 100 year old oak someone had given him that he is trying to decide what to do with.
Another great gallery.

Seminar by James McClure 
Chuck Introduced James McClure. 

James did a great job in his seminar.  We were very lucky to get such an accomplished turner and teacher to do a seminar for us.
.
He started by showing several of his turnings which varied from bowls to sculptures, with lidded boxes in between. There are two things he recommends highly to improve your skills.  Practice, practice, practice, and take a course from one of the top woodturning teachers.  He took a course from David Ellsworth and highly recommends it.  
James started the seminar by stating that he is a tool junky but the tool he uses the most of on his project is a 5/8 bar with ½ inch flute bowl gouge. He recommends using a band saw blade that can be purchased from Highland Hardware that has opposing set teeth for rounding your blank before placing it on the lathe.  The blade is a 3/8" wide WoodTurner's Bandsaw Blade, with 3 TPI, alternate set w/raker tooth pattern & stout band thickness of .032.  He sharpens his tools with a wolverine sharpening system using Norton 3x wheels on the grinder. He recommends using a diamond wheel grinding dresser that can be purchased from Craft Supplies USA. ( It sells for $39.99 and is item 156-3000 Lifetime Diamond Wheel Dresser in their catalog). He uses a grind called by many names such as, Ellsworth, Irish, and Fingernail.  He uses a 60 degree bevel angle with a ¾ inch sweep back. James demonstrated 2 bowls, one natural edge bowl and a bowl with a round bottom.  The round bottom has the same characteristics of Howard Griffen’s little green boat, tipsy when placing items in, difficult to turn over.  He showed the various tool cutting techniques to go from rough to finish cutting. James uses a solution of water and hand dishwashing soap on some of his final cuts.  James finished by showing how to make a round ball. The technique can be used to make a ball inside of a lidded box in the shape of a ball.

It was a great seminar, but too short.  
Upcoming ECWG Meetings
November 10, 2007   Owen Toon will demonstrate how to make candle holders.
December 8, 2007 Jimmy Neilson will demonstrate the turning of natural edge bowls.
January 13. 2008  John Drury will demonstrate the turning of pens.

Items of Interest 

Congratulations to Jimmy Neilson on receiving and award for a woodturning in the
Mattie Kelley Foundation Art Show - members art exhibit.
Jan 11-13, 2008  Annual Florida Woodturning Symposium The annual symposium will be held at Lake Yale near Eustis, FL.  Check their website http://floridawoodtunringsymposium.com for more information and online registration.

If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com  or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 
Happy Turning







































Page 1

