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Next Meeting Saturday March 10 2007   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. till noon 
Owen Toon will demonstrate the turning of angels.

February  Meeting
Ron Ferreira opened our meeting with the following announcements:

· Welcomed all to the meeting.
· Told Owen Toon of the change in his demonstration date.
· Still looking for demonstrators for our regular meetings.  You don’t have to be a professional to demonstrate. A goodly portion of our members are novices at woodturning and are eager to watch demonstrations.  Those who demonstrate will find out that getting ready for a demonstration is a learning process on the item you are demonstrating.  If you have questions on ways to improve your piece, the members are willing to give advice.

· We have come up with a form to see the interest of the club members.  We will pass out the form now and ask that you fill it out before you leave today.  
· Easter Contest.  Don’t forget that our next meeting we will have our Easter Contest. Use your creative juices and enter your piece or pieces in the contest.  The entry fee is $1.00 per each entry.  The proceeds from these contests and our seminars are used to purchase items needed by the club.  
· We will be putting a display of our club’s works in the Crestview Library on February 27, 2007.  Please give Ron some of your turnings to be placed in the display.  John Drury agreed to put together the steps of turning pens.
· We are an affiliate member of AAW and encourage all of our members to join AAW.  Your AAW annual membership will give you four magazines during the year that show many well written articles on how to make a specific piece and techniques for sharpening.  Well worth the membership fee.  Even better you get a liability policy that covers you when you demonstrate woodturning that is worth more than the membership fee if you have to go out and buy a policy.
· Bill Stephenson will give a full day seminar in April. The fee is $35 which includes lunch.  We will take the results of the survey given out today and Bill will try to fit them into the Seminar.
· We will be demonstrating at the Heritage Museum in Valparaiso at their annual Saturday in the park on April 28, 2007.  We will be demonstrating all day, so we need to have volunteers to man the tent and demonstrate. See Ron to volunteer.
· There will be an election of three board members in June.  Anyone interested in becoming a board member, see Ron.
· Thanked all who contributed to the gallery.  The gallery entries have increased over the year and for good reason. All who contribute give others inspiration and can also learn from the members of any techniques that may be helpful.
· There are several pieces from a Pop Corn Tree in the raffle.  Some people could have an allergic reaction to turning the wood.  Most of the problem comes from the milky sap when the tree is cut in the spring and summer.  The pieces in the raffle were cut in the winter so there is less sap in the tree at this time.  It’s a good turning wood with nice grain.
· Paul Sherman brought in two pieces of cherry wood for auction 
Member Gallery
Tom Lee brought in a bat made by his wife’s Uncle. He also brought in a vacuum chuck he made of glued up plywood using leather for the end that connects to the work piece.  He brought in a natural edge bowl he turned and was very proud of until he found that there was a slight calculation error in the depth of the bowl that when you put the bottom of the bowl up to a light you could see the light thru the bottom.  Tom Odum showed some Toad Stool’s he made of sycamore. Al Christopher showed a thin wall vase he made.  He turned the Vase leaving a wall thickness of 1/2 inch. He put the piece in a paper bag and placed it in the microwave with a Styrofoam cup of water. He micro waved it for three minutes on high three times a day making sure there was at least ½ hour between microwave sessions. He did this for 3 days before 
finish turning the wall thickness.  He also had a piece made of eucalyptus that he did not true up before taking it off the lathe and put it aside to finish in a few days and the piece warped. He also brought in a bowl of Ambrosia Maple he had embellished by carving vertical stripes around the outside of the bowl. Tommy Holmes showed two small bowls, and a pen set made up of compressed sunflower seeds.  Bill Stephenson brought in a collection of 
books on wood to give people an idea of some of the information available on identifying woods. Some are from England and their woods may be little different in grain and color to the same species in the US. Matt  from Eglin showed a series of pens he made at the Eglin shop.  Ray Wishart brought in a mushroom kaleidoscope. He also brought in several different styles of kaleidoscopes and a bowl made from a piece of 600 year old oak.  Jim Reese brought in some tops he turned as well as cherry a bowl and a bowl made from a laminated beam.  He also brought in a ball that he did at a class at the past Florida Symposium.  Chuck Ward showed a rolling pin out of yellow poplar.  He showed a walking stick made of holly.  He also has a tagua nut in an Osage orange top  Paul Sherman showed a candle holder he made with legs. Bill Nall showed a couple of mushrooms he made one with a captured ring in it.  Xelle Wyble brought in a two natural edge bowls of persimmon. Xelle has been turning a short time but has improved considerable.  
Wow!! What a great gallery
John Drury told the group that he was looking at how to get a website that would allow members to post items on the site and they would go to all the other members.  He was following an instruction on the web on how to do this and at the end found out that it gave him a web site.

We auctioned off the two pieces of wood from Paul Sherman and the mushrooms that Bill Stephenson did at last month’s meeting.  Bill had taken them home after the meeting and had done some embellishment.  The auction for Bill’s mushrooms was silent auctions.    
Demonstration – Ron Ferreira “Turning tagua nuts”
Ron started by showing a taqua nut which come from the tropics. He also had slices from a taqua nut to show both the inside and outside of the nut. The first step in the preparation of the nut for turning is to sand a flat spot on the end opposite that was attached to the tree The next step is to make a waste block with a tenon on one end to fit into a chuck, or if you don’t have a chuck but have a face plate that came with your lathe, attach the face plate to the back of the waste block.  Once connected to the chuck or face plate, bring the tail stock up to the front of the block and true up the mounting board on the diameter and along the face. Leave a little nub where the tail stock was and drill a hole with a small drill into the face where the tail stock was inserted to identify the true center of the face of the waste block. Remove the nub.  Take the waste block off the lathe and scribe a series of circles 1/8 inch apart using the drilled center hole as the center of the series of rings.  The next step is to place thick CA glue on the sanded side of the nut and place it carefully on the waste block using the eccentric circles as a centering guide. Once it is set, place a bead of the thick CA glue around the connection between the nut and the board.  Place the waste block and chuck or face plate onto the lathe. The next step is to round up the nut with a 3/8 spindle gouge using light cuts at 500 rpm or less.  Taking deep cuts may disengage the nut from the board and you will have to start all over. The next step is to drill a hole in the top to the bottom of the inside of the piece.  Ron used a 5/16 bit to drill the hole which will be used to hollow out the inside.  Next use a small round nose scrapper that will fit thru the 5/16 opening.  The best tools for this are the ones we made in our seminar where we ground concrete nails into various shapes. The technique is to bring the point of the round nose scrapper to the bottom of the drilled hole cutting from the bottom up.  You will may have to change to a small hooked scraper to cut under the top of the opening.  Next sand on the lathe with 220, 320, 600, 1000, 1200, 1500 sandpaper.  When finished remove the nut from the board with a thin parting tool and sand the bottom manually. You now have a hollow form taqua nut that looks like ivory. Taqua nuts can be purchased from Craft Supplies (800 551-8876) for $ 9 for a bag of 10 jumbo nuts which Ron used. 
Upcoming ECWG Meetings
. 
March 10, 2007        Owen Toon  will demonstrate the turning of angels
April 14, 2007         A full day seminar by Bill Stephenson 
 May 12, 2007
Chuck Ward will show us how to turn rolling pins
June 9, 2007
Al Christopher will be turning and carving apples
Items of Interest 
American Association of Woodturners “On Line Members Only” site suspended.  The site launched in August 2006 has not met expectations and has been suspended while a new site is formed. Effective immediately, if you wish to join, renew or change your membership in the AAW, please get in touch with our St. Paul office. Contact Information:

American Association of Woodturners                              651-484-9094
222 Landmark Center




651-484-1724 (fax
75 West Fifth St. 




inquiries@woodturner.org
St. Paul, MN 55102
Choice Woods has several new DVD’s available at. www.choice-woods.com or TOLL FREE ORDERING 888-895-7779
From AAW   This is just a reminder that you can have your woodturning event posted on the AAW website by going to the following link. http://www.woodturner.org/news/cal/calbyregion.cfm  The events listed will also be seen in the AAW magazine.

 

Manzanita Burlwood an online Manzanita burl and Manzanita wood product supplier would like to announce that the company has been sold.  Also would like to introduce myself.  My name is Jack Dickson, new owner of Manzanita Burlwood, a complete Manzanita burl wood supplier located in the heart of Manzanita country.  I'm willing to give 15% off list price to any member of a wood group that places any sized order now thru February28th.   Visit our website and see if Manzanita burl interests you. If it does e-mail me from the links provided below and begin your message with 'Congradulations Jack'.   I'll put your name and email address in a file and honor the 15% off list price on any order thru February28th.  Only Wood Groups, Clubs and their members will receive this 15% off offer.    Visit our website for product and price information at:  http://manzanitaburlwood.googlepages.com   emails to:  manzanitaburlwood@yahoo.c
Items for Sale
ShopSmith Mark V Model 510  -  $2250.  Includes base unit with a list price of $3100 plus $1800 worth of extras such as a sliding crosscut table, out-feed table, sharpening guide, heavy duty tool rest system, biscuit joiner, and more.  Craftsman 15” drill press $175 1 hp, 12 speed, with mobile base.  Jet I hp dust collector $150 includes orange hoses, micro fiber upper bag.  Porter Cable 6 hp 25 gallon 135psi compressor $200, with approximately 50 ft of hose, almost new.  Contact Mike Adams 850-897-1071.

1/8 inch detailing tools Designed by a woodturner and made for a wood turner.  The cutting bits of this newly designed detailing tool can be ground to the shape needed by the discriminating woodturner.  Bits are made of 8-10% cobalt which readily holds any profile and infrequent sharpening as the tools readily holds an edge.  Handles are designed with a 'double grip' for maximum tool control. Also available with 3/16 inch cutters for hollow turning and available with 1/4
inch cutters for trivet turning. $25 each.  Contact Bill Stephenson (850-622-9531)
4 inch Rockwell jointer with motor and stand $40.  Contact Mike D’Autilia (850-267-1128)
'Sage Advice for Woodturners' 
“It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to others”
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com  or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 
Happy Turning
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