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Next Meeting Saturday February 10, 2007   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. till noon 
Ron Ferreira     Will be demonstrating “The Turning of Tagua Nuts”.
January  Meeting
Ron Ferreira opened our meeting with the following announcements:

· Welcome and Happy New Year

· Mentioned to the newcomers and guest that the fee to join our group is $25 and for that we have monthly meetings with a demonstration at each meeting and a monthly newsletter that describes what was done at the previous meeting
· AAW is a good organization to join.  The quarterly magazine alone is worth the price to join, and the liability insurance policy that covers members when they are demonstrating is worth more than the joining price.  If you have not joined membership forms are available.

· Need demonstrators for future meetings or as he said you will have to see Ron demonstrate.

· The Heritage Museum in Valparaiso has asked if ECWG would demonstrate woodturning at their annual Saturday in the Park event on Saturday, April 28, 2007.  We will be demonstrators all day so we will need quite a few people to do demonstrations.  Ron asked for volunteers and quite a few stepped up. As a demonstrator we will not be able to sell any products or we will have to pay a $50 entry fee.
· Earnest Nettles will be paying for a booth in the Saturday in the Park event and said that any of our members who would like to could put items for sale in his booth. He also has an extra tent which he will let us use.  Thanks to Earnest for his generosity.
· There is 4000 board feet of sunken cypress available, if you’re interested there is a card available in the back of the room.  The name of the contact for the wood is Mark Welch, 1703 E Business 98, Panama City Florida,                tel. 850 785-1561 or 319-4445.
· Denis Smith brought in some wood, for the raffle, and a cypress board and  finishing materials that will donated to the club for auction.
· Thanked everyone who brought in wood for the raffle.
· Auctioned the cypress wood and finishing supplies.
Member Gallery
Bill Stephenson  brought in a collection of mushrooms that he made ranging from small to large, of various woods, and embellishments. Bill’s Grandfather was a woodturner and he made billy clubs for the police.  The clubs were customized for each police force.  Bill Britton showed several pens he had turned.  He had problems with the finish. He tried friction polish and French polish and it did not give the shinny transparent finish he was looking for.  The audience responded with several ideas.  Sometimes the wood itself could be the problem and a suggestion was to call the company you bought the blanks from and discuss it with them.  Harry Wheeler and Keith Forehand have made many pens and they would be a good source of information.  Both were not at the meeting.  Bill Ledbetter brought in a baseball bat made of chestnut.  Rod Cooper  showed a mallet and bowl he made after taking some lessons from Bill Stephenson.  He said that he found that he was using his tools incorrectly.  Denis Smith showed a bowl form of magnolia root done by a friend.  Denis cautioned not to make the thickness too thin or the wood will crack.  The piece was finished with sprayed lacquer.  Paul Sherman showed a bud base with feet he made.  Ray Wishart showed several kaleidoscopes he made and some bottle stoppers with fused glass on the top. He used stainless steel stoppers vs. cork or plated metal stoppers.  The stainless does not deteriorate.   He also mentioned that he uses wipe on  poly for pens.  (Wipe on poly comes in satin and gloss and the finish can be enhanced by putting several coats of  clear Trewax on.)  Ron Ferreira  Ron showed a bowl he made from piece of  what he thought was Butternut and what we believe is cucumber magnolia he got from Bill Britton.  Ron found that after he turned the first bowl and set it aside for a few minutes it turned black.  He discussed it with several members of ECWG who told him to try using lemon juice to take off the black film.  It worked.  He found the best way was to treat the piece directly after turning.  Lemon juice in the bottle worked well.      
Thanks to all who showed their turnings and shared their problems and insights.
Demonstration – Bill Stephenson on turning mushrooms out of discarded branches
Ron called for a 15 minute break after the member gallery.  It lasted about twenty minutes.  Bill Stephenson went to the lathe after 15 minutes of the break and had one turning almost finished in five minutes.   Bill was showing that mushrooms could be made in a short time.

Mushrooms can be made from small branches with the use of a 3/8 bowl or spindle gouge and a parting tool.  The first step is to cut the branch into a length large enough for the mushroom shape and room for a tenon on both ends.  Approximate the center of the stock on both ends and place the piece between centers of the lathe leaving the bark on the branch.  Bill suggests using a small drive center in order to make smaller than usual tenons.  Once between centers true up the ends and form the tenons by either using a parting tool or gouge. (see figure 1).  The next step is to define different areas of the mushroom , mainly the beginning of the upper and lower part of the stem.  Bill had the base of the mushroom at the drive end.  If you’re making one without the bark, the defining of the areas can be done with a pencil.  It you are using the bark as part of the mushroom, the areas can be defined by using a parting tool to cut away the bark at the upper and lower stem (see figure 2).  Next Bill started forming the mushroom top always cutting down hill leaving the tenon intact. Bill chose to leave the bark at the bottom end of the mushroom cap. Once the top is formed except for the top attached to the tenon you can cut away the excess wood from the stem with a parting tool or gouge and finish it off with a gouge. 
The next step was to undercut the bottom of the mushroom cap and blend it in with the stem.  This was done with a parting tool. Once this is done you are ready to work on the bottom.   Bill once again chose to leave the bark at the bottom. All that was required was to cut the end with a parting tool with a slightly concave cut into the bottom of the base.  Do not cut off the tail stock tenon at this time if you wish to do some sanding or final finish cuts. (See figure 3 for the cut sequence) Once the mushroom is complete the end tenons can be reduced in size, the piece can be taken off the lathe and the end tenons can be cut off with a sharp knife.  Hand sanding can be done to the top and the bottom to finish. Remember mushrooms are not cookie cutters in nature so leave some marks and make each is little different, including cutting the bottom of the base at an angle so the mushroom is not perpindicular to a level table.  The mushroom can be embellished by painting, adding dots, or any other whim you would like.  Try it its fun.  The mushrooms Bill made will be donated to the club for a silent auction.
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    Fig.3
Upcoming ECWG Meetings

February 10,2007    Ron Ferreira will be demonstrating the wonderful world of turning tagua nuts. 
March 10, 2007        Owen Toon  will demonstrate the turning of angels
April 14, 2007         A full day seminar by Bill Stephenson 

Items of Interest 
Portrait of an Artist" video series. announce the release of the latest DVDs from "Beyond Wood:
Ray Allen, master of segmented bowls & William Hunter, wood sculptor.
For details and video clips, visit my website: www.beyondwood.com. Special offer at wholesale price w/ Free shipping for AAW chapters and can be shipped directly to a member. To order directly on-line, please follow the link: www.beyondwood.com/wholesale  
 AAW anniversary gouges are still available for purchase through the AAW. You can purchase online: http://www.woodturner.org/info/glaser/  or call the AAW office: 651-484-9094.
American Association of Woodturners “On Line Members Only” site suspended.  The site launched in August 2006 has not met expectations and has been suspended while a new site is formed. Effective immediately, if you wish to join, renew or change your membership in the AAW, please get in touch with our St. Paul office. Contact Information:

American Association of Woodturners                              651-484-9094
222 Landmark Center




651-484-1724 (fax
75 West Fifth St. 




inquiries@woodturner.org
St. Paul, MN 55102
Choice Woods has several new DVD’s available at. www.choice-woods.com or TOLL FREE ORDERING 888-895-7779

Craft Supplies has several February club specials. Save 15% on 15” or 23” circular templates and a Woodturners Tool Roll that can hold 9 tools up to 30" long.  Also save 10% on all finishes and disc abrasives.  Just mention the clubs name when ordering to get the discount
 

Manzanita Burlwood an online Manzanita burl and Manzanita wood product supplier would like to announce that the company has been sold.  Also would like to introduce myself.  My name is Jack Dickson, new owner of Manzanita Burlwood, a complete Manzanita burl wood supplier located in the heart of Manzanita country.  I'm willing to give 15% off list price to any member of a wood group that places any sized order now thru February28th.   Visit our website and see if Manzanita burl interests you. If it does e-mail me from the links provided below and begin your message with 'Congradulations Jack'.   I'll put your name and email address in a file and honor the 15% off list price on any order thru February28th.  Only Wood Groups, Clubs and their members will receive this 15% off offer.    Visit our website for product and price information at:  http://manzanitaburlwood.googlepages.com   emails to:  manzanitaburlwood@yahoo.c

Woodturning presentation  February 15, 2007 5:30 p.m. at Sandestin Discovery Center by Bill Stephenson, Walton Count Artist of the Year.
Items for Sale
ShopSmith Mark V Model 510  -  $2250.  Includes base unit with a list price of $3100 plus $1800 worth of extras such as a sliding crosscut table, out-feed table, sharpening guide, heavy duty tool rest system, biscuit joiner, and more.  Craftsman 15” drill press $175 1 hp, 12 speed, with mobile base.  Jet I hp dust collector $150 includes orange hoses, micro fiber upper bag.  Porter Cable 6 hp 25 gallon 135psi compressor $200, with approximately 50 ft of hose, almost new.  Contact Mike Adams 850-897-1071.

1/8 inch detailing tools Designed by a woodturner and made for a wood turner.  The cutting bits of this newly designed detailing tool can be ground to the shape needed by the discriminating woodturner.  Bits are made of 8-10% cobalt which readily holds any profile and infrequent sharpening as the tools readily holds an edge.  Handles are designed with a 'double grip' for maximum tool control. Also available with 3/16 inch cutters for hollow turning and available with 1/4
inch cutters for trivet turning. $25 each.  Contact Bill Stephenson (850-622-9531)
'Sage Advice for Woodturners' 
“Always read the best books on woodturning that will make you look good if  you die in the middle of it.”.
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com  or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 
Happy Turning












third cut











second cut











Direction of cut


of cut





first cut


f





CAP





S


T


E


M








B


A


S


E














Page 1

