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Next Meeting Saturday August 11, 2007   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. to noon 
Ron Ferreira – Will show us how to make hollow forms
July Meeting
Ron Ferreira opened the meeting.
· Bill Britton had several items for sale, a spur drive to fit 1 ¼”x8tpi spindle for $5.00 and curved tool rests, one inch post, for $15.00.  

· Note: guild dues were due last month and don’t forget to join AAW.  The new AAW resource directory has just been mailed.  It includes all the members, worldwide, about 12,000, local chapter meeting info, etc.  Also in the package is a DVD of the gallery at the recent national meeting.

· Ron passed out the membership list.

· Ray Wishart is recovering from his recent fall and today was his first day driving.  Welcome back, Ray.

· John Drury is now in charge of demonstrations and is looking for volunteers.  Currently lined up are:

Ron Ferreira, August

                        Harry Wheeler, September

                        Owen Toon, October

· Reminder that the Freeport library has about 20 publications/DVD’s/tapes on aspects of woodturning.  If you are a Walton Co. resident, library card is free.  If you reside in another FL county, your local library can request the item for you at no charge through the inter library lending program.  If you are not a FL resident, a library card is $20.00.

· Many “thanks” to Mrs. Smith who brought the sausage biscuits and figs.  I have it from a reliable source they were excellent.

· Tom Lee had a number of 1/3 hp motors for sale at $15 each. 

Member Gallery

Harry Wheeler showed two bowls which were brought in as rough forms by Dennis Smith, one in cherry and one in oak.  Both were very nice with the only comment being that on the bottom, he misspelled “Wheeler”.  Dennis believes it is correctly spelled “Smith”.   

Charlie Thompson brought in three segmented pieces, two smaller ones and one about 25” tall his wife had challenged him to make.  All were very nice, the largest one was in Zebra wood, but he had a problem with the tallest one – his lathe was too small to turn it.  This “forced” him to buy a new Nova lathe.  Oh, darn….

Jimmy Neilson had several pieces in box elder, which exhibits red shading.  He also brought in pieces of  hickory and elm.  Much of this had been collected as cut offs from a commercial forestry operation in the Vicksburg, MS, area.  The elm piece was from a crotch and exhibited striking figure.  Jimmy has donated it to Sacred Heart Hospital board meeting room.  He also told of having problems with cans of Deft lacquer spray on finish and calling the company.  A technician there told him how to read the date code on the cans (on the bottom following “B” is a four digit code, first three digits are day of the year and fourth digit is year, B1567 would be the 156th day of 2007).  He also advised him to NOT use spray cans of Deft sanding sealer as it contains stearates but to thin gloss Deft 60% Deft and 40% lacquer thinner and brush it on.  Then spray topcoat thinned about 10-20% at 20-30 psi.  Topcoat can stay in a spray gun for several days without gumming up.  For all his problems, Jimmy is being sent a case of Deft at no charge.  A discussion then followed pointing out the problems caused by spraying lacquer in humidity over 50% (blushing) and in strong sunlight (dimples).

Tom Lee showed a 14” dia. bowl turned from a mesquite root pulled from a firewood pile while on a South Texas deer hunt last year.  Per him, it was the most difficult piece of wood he had ever turned producing only small chips and no true shavings.  It required constant sharpening of tools and he had to sand the outside with a belt sander.  Walls were left thick.  If he had cut more on the inside, it would have broken through and if he had cut more on the outside, he would have lost much of the natural edge character of the bowl.

Paul Ashman showed four of his first five turnings.  They were made from cutoffs purchased at a Habitat for Humanity store and looked very nice.  

Ron Ferreira showed several box elder pieces made using a McNaught coring system.

Tom Odom showed vacuum chucks made from 1) a nut to fit his spindle sunk into and epoxied to 2) an oak board topped with 3) a piece of PVC with 4) a seal made of two layers of 1/16” thick Hobby Lobby rubber.  He used both straight PVC, schedule 40, drain pipe, and a reducer.  

Al Christopher showed an iced tea glass turned, carved and modeled after the ones his wife uses complete with a slice of lemon on the rim and a hollow form in cherry with a carved eagle.

Once again a great gallery.
Demonstration –  Al Christopher Turning and carving an apple form from wood
After a short break, Al Christopher demonstrated turning apples.  He has a collection of 26 apples the first letter of the wood of which goes from A to Z.  He turns as spindle forms with a roughing gouge doing most of the work.  A dark piece of wood glued into the top forms a “stem”.  To hold while applying a finish, he has a dowel with a cut off screw in one end and a cup hook on the other.  The screw goes into the stem hole and gives him a handle, then he hangs it up by the hook end while it dries.  After turning, he will often carve on the surface (“TEACHER” is a favorite) by leaving a raised band around the apple, cutting around the letters with a Flex Tool knife, further deepening the outline with a small gouge and then removing the bulk of the wood with a Dremel Tool.  To smooth, he applies pressure sensitive sand paper to a piece of scrap metal banding and uses it much like a rasp,  except this rasp will flex and follow the shape of the piece.

Thanks to Tom Lee for taking the great meeting notes shown above while your newsletter editor was visiting family in New Hampshire.
Upcoming ECWG Meetings
August 11, 2007   Ron Ferreira  Hollow forms
September 8, 2007  Harry Wheeler will be showing us how to turn goblets

October 13,2007  Owen Toon will show us how to make candle holders

Items of Interest 

“Turning Southern Style XIII”. September 14-16, 2007 The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW), dedicated to providing education, information and organization to those interested in woodturning, will be presenting its annual symposium, This year’s event will again be held at the Unicoi State Park and Lodge near Helen, Georgia. More information is available at GAW’s website at www.gawoodturner.org. or contact Harvey Meyer, Symposium Chairman
The Georgia Association of Woodturners 770 - 671-1080 e-mail him1951@bellsouth.net
CHOICE WOODS  of Louisville,KY is offering specials for woodturners.  Items for sale include tools, glue, sealer, and many types of wood. Choice Woods can be reached Toll free at 888-895-7779 or E-mail at clay@choice-woods.com .  They are located at 451 Baxter Ave, Louisville, KY 40204
| 
“Wisdom from woodturners”
“If at first you don't succeed destroy all evidence that you tried, or better yet show it in the gallery so others can learn.”

If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com  or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. 
Happy Turning
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