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Next Meeting Saturday November 11, 2006   Freeport Community Center from 9 a.m. till noon with a hands on until 5 p.m. 
Ron Ferreira, Bill Stephenson, Tom Lee, and Howard Griffen   Making tools for small hollow turnings.  This will be demonstration on how to make the tools in the morning with a hands on tool making session in the afternoon.  Bring your high speed grinder and 7 tool handles about 8 inches long.  There are some blanks and ferrels available.  Thanks to Jim Reese, Owen Toon and others who supplied the steel.
October Meeting
· Ron Ferreira  opened our meeting with the following announcements:

· Mike D’Autilia has had an operation for colon cancer and will be having chemo sessions over the next few months

· Ray Wishart’s students were recognized as number one in the country for video productions

· December is the Christmas decoration contest at $1 per entry.  Members select vote for the winners.  Each member should have at least one entry.  Turn on your creative juices.

Member Gallery
Bill Stephenson brought in a new work titled “Skies Blues”.  The piece was turned from sycamore salvaged from construction sites.  The exterior is air brushed in four shades of blue reflecting the sky and areas are delineated by carved and gilded lines. Jimmy Neilson has returned from his world travels and shared a number of his natural edge bowls of alder, pecan, cork wood (imported from the Bahamas) and cherry burl.  Ray Wishart shared a walnut and maple segmented platter usning wipe on MinWax polyurethane. Tommy Holmes  showed a pen made from a pine cone.  Tommy indicated it takes nearly a bottle of CA glue to stabilize the material.
All were executed well and the members appreciated the sharing of their experiences and techniques.
Thanks to all who brought in turnings for the gallery.  Keep them coming it is a great learning experience for all.

Seminar by Judy Ditmer
Bill Stephenson introduced our fall seminar presenter Judy Detmir to the members.
ECWG greatly benefited from the seminar of Judy Ditmer in October.  We were most fortunate to be able to host such a talented production woodturner and are pleased that she was able to include two days in her very busy schedule.

In the Saturday seminar Judy covered the basic elements of wood, lathe, bandsaw, grinders, and tools – then focused on her learning’s and skills as a production turner including the tool sharpening techniques, wood selection for the object to be turned, and the preparation of the blank for mounting on the lathe.  She demonstrated the turning of one of her signature bowls, quite similar too the design that earned her the Niche Award at the Philadelphia Wholesale Show.  She began by orienting the blank to the lathe including several (though minor for a pro, but important to any woodturner) adjustments to both balance the blank and to align the grain for best-completed grain pattern.  During the stages of rounding the blank between centers on the lathe, she cut, primarily with her (specially sharpened) 3/8-inch bowl gouge.  The blank was about 9 inches in diameter, the maximum you could expect to turn on our small 10 inch swing lathes, and the shavings just peeled from the blank keeping the entire blank in balance throughout the process.

Following final shaping of the blank – including an area for the base and a section for waste block mounting – the blank was screw-mounted on a faceplate to turn the inside.  Judy has found in her production work (there is a strong lesson here folks) that faceplate mounting with screws is a safer and more versatile method of holding the wood for turning.  And, faceplate mounting should be in the skill set of any woodturner.  She demonstrated a number of techniques (tricks of the trade) in centering faceplates consistent with the overall design of the work.

Using several tools especially ground for the application, Judy demonstrated several forms of texturing the outside using turning tools to great effect.

The key learning’s from Judy for the Saturday session were – specialty grinding of tools for the specific task at hand, the importance and techniques of tool control (and Judy is one of the greatest at tool control), the role of design for ANY woodturner, the importance of stock preparation, and much, much more.

To close out the session, Judy demonstrated her techniques for turning spinning tops.  Keep in mind that in production she turns 50 tops per hour.  Every top would spin without wobble and every top was intact.

Sundays hands on session was, perhaps, the best day of the session.  Judy went into detail on the making of her signature jewelry.  She guided everyone in the class through the process of turning components for jewelry.  She emphasized the importance of learning to do the component turning with precision and speed so that the enjoyable part of the process – creating each individual piece – could be approach at a leisurely pace for a quality product.

The key learning’s from Judy for the hands on session were – there is an infinite variety of jewelry to be made, everyone likes (and buys) the product, through skill development - jewelry making does not require a large investment in tools nor equipment, use the right woods, use the right components, do not use findings with any nickel content, and much, much more.

And on a final note – find a way to take hands-on sessions whenever they are offered.  There is no better, faster, or safer way to learn.

Upcoming ECWG meetings
November 11, 2006  A regular morning meeting with a demonstration of how to make tools for executing miniature turnings.  There will be an afternoon hands on session to make the turning tools shown in the morning demonstration.
December 14, 2006     Harry Wheeler  will demonstrate the making of small bird house Christmas Ornaments or inside out turnings.  The type of demonstration will be decided  at the November meeting. 
Items of Interest 
 Member Bill Stephenson has been selected as the Walton County TDC 2007 Artist of the Year
As “Artist of the Year” Bill will receive public relations opportunities through the Walton County Tourist Development Council and will be commissioned to produce a piece of art, which will be donated to the Art in Public Places Program.  Bill said he was honored to be selected as 2007 Artist of the year.  This is a great opportunity for Bill and a boost to Woodturning Art.  We are lucky to have a woodturner  with the talents of Bill, to go beyond woodturning to woodturning art.  
Here is a sample of Bill’s Work.  It is called Three Trees
"Three Trees" is made from pecan salvaged from building construction.  The vessel has three views of trees (Pine, Plum, and Willow) in pen & Ink and is 8.5" high by 6.5" diameter.
Florida Woodturning Symposium January 12-14, 2006  -    This is, perhaps, the most dynamite program that has been assembled in some time.  Stuart Batty, Al Stirt, Binh Pho, Andi Wolfe and others will be featured demonstrators.  Having taken classes and seen demonstrations by each of these individuals, I view this symposium as an ABSOLUTE MUST for anyone interested in woodturning and for artistic expression through woodturning.  Further information is available at
http://floridawoodturningsymposium.com.  “Make every effort to register early and to attend this event” Bill Stephenson
AAW will be giving away a free Powermatic 3520B Lathe -  As part of the Fall 2006 membership drive, one lucky member who joined/renewed ONLINE will receive the free lathe including up to $400 shipping. The lathe will be given away in a drawing just after January 1, 2007. Only members who join/renew online between August 15, 2006 and January 1, 2007 will qualify. To qualify for the drawing you must join or renew online using the AAW website join/renew feature. For more information, visit the AAW website at http://www.woodturner.org/  You can see and learn about this lathe at http://www.wmhtoolgroup.com/shop/index.cfm?navPage=4&iid=6056397
Take a chance on a Stuby Lathe for $50 -   There's still time to get chances for The Wood Turning Center's raffle of the Stubby lathe used during the 2006 International Turning Exchange (ITE). This lightly used, one-of-a-kind lathe has been signed by all the 2006 International Turning Exchange participant artists! Truly a functional work of art! And if you buy 4 tickets now, we'll give you one. Go to www.turningcenter.org 

Items for Sale
ShopSmith Mark V Model 510  -  $2250.  Includes base unit with a list price of $3100 plus $1800 worth of extras such as a sliding crosscut table, out-feed table, sharpening guide, heavy duty tool rest system, biscuit joiner, and more.  Contact Mike Adams 850-897-1071.

Wood Kiln  -  8 ft long wood kiln, will hold 6 ft long lumber.  Contact Paul Sherman 850-259-1516
Sources of Supply for Jewelry Making 


Rings and Things 

www.rings-things.com
800-366-2156
PO Box 450
Spokane, Wa 99210-0459
Minimun order $25 (which is easy to reach)

Rio Grande
7500 Bluewater Road NW
Albuquerque, NM 87121-1962
800-545-6566
Artful Things
Candice Holeczko & Carole Atkinson
1087 John Sims Parkway E
Niceville, FL 32578
850-729-2600
www.artfulthings.net
artfulthings@earthlink.net

[Artful Things will have catalogs of supplies and can provide Sterling sliver
findings)



Remember that nickel content should be zero in jewelry findings so stick with
surgical steel or sterling sliver or gold filled.
'Sage Advice for Woodturners'  
  A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a hunt for turning wood.
If you have any items of interest you would like to place in the newsletter, including items you may have for sale or are in search of, please contact Mike D’Autilia at 850-267-1128 e-mail dautmh@mchsi.com  (please note new e-mail address) or mail to P.O. Box 1608, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459.  Keep in mind that the newsletter is put together about two weeks before the upcoming meeting. Please note that in the last issue of the newsletter there was an error in my new e-mail address.
Happy Turning
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